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PROUD TO BE DEMOCRATS
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
There are several situations - other
than the extreme weather - to keep
us on our toes heading into 2011.
Most immediate is the fact that we
are in a fight for democracy and retaining the
progress made during the past two years. As
usual for February, Congress is back in session
with new challenges this year, given the results
of the November election. This also happens to
be a year for the long session of the Arkansas
legislature.
As Democrats, we need to be ever diligent in
tracking what our senators and representatives
are doing on both the state and federal level.
For example, both bodies seem determined to
roll back advances in women’s health and some
have launched attacks on Planned Parenthood.
Republicans are attempting to make good their
threat to repeal the health care act, even if they
have to do it piece by piece.
Another target is Social Security. Republicans
are already beginning to publish “propaganda”
that Social Security is going broke in their
attempt to undermine an entire segment of the
population.
I encourage all Democrats to
become informed on this issue in order to speak
with your friends and neighbors. A huge public
outcry is our best defense against these plans.
To counteract what you may be reading in news
publications, I suggest you re-read Bill Millager’s
recent letter to the editor and reprinted on our
web site, bcdems.org.
These are just two examples of important
contests taking place right now; the sheer
number of issues is almost overwhelming. We
have our Advocacy Committee, chaired by
Barbara McCoy, to monitor what is happening
and help us stay up to date. At this point in
time, however, bills are being introduced so fast
that it is impossible to get information out to

everyone timely. There are many organizations
that send out emails and petitions on critical
issues such as: MoveOn.org, Emily’s List, Credo
Action, Democracy for America, Human Rights
Campaign, and Public Citizen.
Anyone
interested in receiving emails from any of these
can contact me at sharon8307@sbcglobal.net
and I will be happy to forward information.
As always, please DO contact representatives
and senators on a regular basis and let your
voice be counted. The most effective way to do
this is via phone or email. Again, check
bcdems.org for contact information and links to
other important web sites. Feel free to contact
any board member listed on web site for help in
getting your message out and offering ideas on
how we can become more effective as a group.

Sharon Carter

OUR NEXT MEETING

February 28, 2011

Clarion 11:15

barbara youree

World’s newest country: Southern Sudan’s
violent past & its Hopeful future

Barbara Youree, author of 13 books, will discuss
the exciting new situation in Southern Sudan,
the world’s newest country. According to
Youree, this is a country to watch, as it may well
become a model of democracy for the rest of
Africa. To read more, see Pg. 2 of this issue.
For reservations for the $12 lunch buffet, contact
Carole Westby at 876-2178 or westby@cox.net by
February 24th.

democratic woman
of the year
carole westby
In recognition of her untiring
efforts on behalf of our organization & the
Democratic cause, Carole Westby was
named Democratic Woman of the Year. The
following citation clearly shows that this
honor is indeed well deserved:
"Every organization needs a “go to” person.
Our Woman of the Year for 2011, is just that type
of person and not only volunteers for whatever
needs doing, she will graciously help out with
tedious jobs that others prefer not to do. She is
a long time member of the Benton County
Democratic Women’s Club and has been a huge
supporter of the transition to Benton County
Democrats this past year.
This person has had a wide variety of
experiences and careers; everything from office
work to real estate. Although she lived for 20
years in the state of Hawaii, she is actually an
Arkansan, even a descendant of one of the
founding families in Benton county, the
Linebarger family. She continues to live in what
could likely be called the “homeplace” in Bella
Vista and spends a great deal of her time at the
Bella Vista Museum offering up historical facts
regarding Benton county to current residents
and visitors. She may even remember when NW
AR was a lot more blue and not so red politically.
While wearing a variety of hats for us, she has
been past treasurer and is currently our vicepresident. She is also active in other community
affairs and organizations, such as the Bella Vista
Historical Society and League of Women Voters.
She has even run for political office here in
Benton County a couple of times including a run
for state representative a few years ago.”

Congratulations, Carole!
thank you for your valuable service!

It is with gratitude that we acknowledge a gift from
our member Lynn Chinn in memory of his late wife
Midge Chinn, a long term, highly valued and
respected member of the BCDW Club. Thank you,
Lynn!

ICE ON
LAKE ANN

FROM THE MEMBERSHIP CHAIR

DUES ARE DUE!

Thanks to all those who have
renewed their membership for 2011! There
are still over 50 members who have not yet
renewed for this year and we would
appreciate your continued membership. You
may contact me, Jenni Echols, via email at
jenni.echols@cox.net or by phone at 479899-3650 if you would like to check the
status of your membership. You may either
renew at the February meeting or you may
send a check for $20 made out to 'Benton
County Democrats' to our Treasurer, Jerry
Brown: 22394 Sunrise Cove Road, Garfield,
AR, 72732.
Please remember to include any changes to
your contact information such as new
address, phone number or email.
Thank you once again for your support and
we look forward to your continued
participation this year!

our next movie preview - jane eyre

March 8th is the date & Malco Movie Theater
in Rogers the place, so mark your calendar
& get your $10 tickets now, as they must be
purchased in advance. Available at the
meeting, or visit our website bcdems.org to
find a contact person in your area. Don’t
miss this timeless, classic romantic story in
a bold, new version!

THE ADVOCACY COMMITTEE STARTING WORK
The new committee on Advocacy is
beginning its work of making our views
known to our GOP Legislators and
Congressmen. We'll be calling on you for
opinions, and action from time to time.
Anyone who would like can join the
Committee by calling Barbara at 855-6477.

