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PROUD TO BE DEMOCRATS
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Does anyone remember the story of
the Mouse That Roared? Remember
back in November how the Republicans and Tea
Partiers boasted about how they were suddenly
in charge of all things budget? We have survived
the first round of this fight with not nearly so
many bruises as predicted and even managed to
gain a few concessions, especially at the state
level. Arkansas may be the only state that was
actually able to produce some tax cuts that can
benefit everyday folks. Food tax is a wee bit
smaller and anyone buying a used car will see
less tax on the bottom line. Although there were
the usual “off the wall” bills passed i.e. carrying
guns to church, we can be proud that our
Democrats stood up and blocked many, many
proposed bills (dare I say stupid?) that could
have had major impact on Arkansans and fueled
more support at the Federal level. That is our
Democratic up side.
At this writing, the redistricting issue has still
not been resolved. Having had discussions with
other Dems in both Benton and Washington
county, I find I’m not alone in believing this is
not our Democratic leadership’s finest hour. No
matter how the final map is drawn there will be
hard feelings from almost every district that will
be difficult to overcome, as much or more due
to the way things have been handled than the
actual results. That’s the bad news.
The good news is that when confronted with a
common problem people tend to come together
for a common solution. I attended a retreat this
past weekend in Fayetteville where most
Democratic groups from the third district and a
few from other areas were represented. This
discussion centered on putting together a
cohesive plan for getting Democrats elected in
2012.
Several ideas were presented such as: a focused
and deliberate message, strong talking points,
better fund raising plans, increased

communication between districts, others.....
Most of these are not new ideas, although we
put together some different approaches. What
was new was the encouragement we all came
away with and the hope that working together
toward one goal will help turn the tide in 2012.
The completed plan will be printed up in
readable form and sent out to be shared with all
who wish to participate, hopefully all Dems
across the state. Watch for it on our web site
where it will be posted as soon as I receive the
final copy. As a preview, one of the criteria we
discussed is to demand support from our
Democratic Senators and Representatives
toward Democratic ideals. While not demanding
all votes blindly follow party line as our
opposition does, we want to be able to trust that
our elected officials conform to basic
Democratic beliefs or remove the D after their
name.
None of this means we must wait for the plan.
Knowing that Republicans are already beginning
their attempts to attack Medicare, Medicaid, and
Social Security and that reprieve we have
regarding women’s health is temporary, we
should, and indeed must, start working now to
stop the onslaught. President Obama will
present his plans for budget reform this week
and we need to support the increased taxes for
the rich that he is sure to propose as well as
prevent cuts to necessary programs. Talk to

people, write letters to the editor, do
whatever possible to offset the negative
information we are all exposed to.
Sharon Carter

OUR NEXT MEETING
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BARBARA BLAGG
Be sure to see Pg. 3 of this issue for
details & reservation information!

OUR NEXT MEETING
Barbara Blagg
Columnist with the Northwest Arkansas
Democrat-Gazette
Those of you who read her Sunday columns
know how well she explains the complexity
of Arkansas politics - and anyone who’s
seen her in the annual Gridiron programs as
Letitia Mae Stufflebean knows she brings
something extra & special to a program. Her
career has included reporting, various
editorial positions, & teaching news writing.
When we receive additional background
material, we will send it to you via email &
post it on our website. Be sure to attend this
worthwhile program!
For reservations for the $12 lunch buffet,
contact Carole Westby at 876-2178 or
westby@cox.net by April 21st.

YOUR ADVOCACY/ACTION COMMITTEE
Reports that the Legislature is adjourned and
Fayetteville remains in the 3rd Congressional
District. Those who wanted this to happen can
rejoice. There is a little bad with the good as two
counties are not divided--an extra burden for
their Election Commissions. The final design
still looks like a gerrymander to some of us!
Meanwhile, the Democrats in Congress and the
White House need some critical help from
citizens to counteract the Republican Budget.
Rather than cutting so drastically, how about
working on the income side? How do you feel
about "shared sacrifice"?Shall we call on the
Dems to eliminate the Bush tax cuts for all,
along with corporate subsidies, and loopholes?

Stay tuned!

If Democrats speak up, they will be.
heard.
Please participate!

SPRING FLING
It’s coming in June this year - look for
details in our May issue.
Meanwhile, save the date & mark your
calendars.
Friday, June 10th, noon to 4 p.m.
First United Methodist Church of Bella
Vista
20 Boyce Drive, Bella Vista
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WISCONSIN
At the April board meeting, a
decision was made to donate
$200 to the Democratic Party of
Wisconsin to be applied to their
recall efforts of senators who used
underhanded measures to deny WI public
workers & teachers their right to organize
for union representation. We felt it would be
appropriate to support the efforts of these
strong Democrats who already have enough
signatures on a petition to recall at least one
of the senators. Their efforts have also
resulted in a major overturn of the
incumbent running for WI Supreme Court
and elected a progressive Democrat to that
seat.!

tacky blue bowls
It was also decided that revenue from the
BLUE BOWLS at our April meeting will be
sent to support this effort as well. We plan
to designate a specific purpose for blue
bowls at each meeting this year & would
appreciate your suggestions each month.
Please contact me, Jerry, Carole, or Georgie
with these ideas.
Do include contact
information for whatever cause you suggest
in case we don't already have it.

HAPPY SPRING!
HAPPY EASTER!

