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Greetings Benton County Democrats & Friends,
What an unbelievable start to the summer we’ve
experienced with the recent landmark rulings from
the Supreme Court on Obamacare and gay
marriage. We also are on the brink of another
exciting and eventful campaign season as
candidates begin to announce their intentions to
run for the highest elected office in the land.

Hal Spangenberg , Editor

Our organization is gearing up to increase our
membership with more Benton County residents
who are interested in getting involved in politics as
candidates for public office or helping to recruit
others to do so. Benton County is becoming more
and more diverse everyday and we believe
BCDems should reflect this diversity in our
membership. Therefore we will actively pursue this
as one of our major goals this year and beyond. I
challenge all current members to invite at least one
or two friends to each monthly meeting for the rest
of the year. Let’s see what an impact this will have
and how quickly this simple step will help us meet
our membership goal. I know we can do it!

Please don’t miss the upcoming important
dates on the BCDems’ calendar of events
for July and August including the Jefferson
Jackson Dinner in Little Rock on Saturday,
July 18th where former Secretary of State,
Hillary Rodham Clinton, will be the keynote
speaker.

Treasurers report
BC Dems began the month with a
total of $7,396.83 in all accounts.
Income for June was:
$20.00 from member dues

There is much work to do here in Benton
County and there is a role for you. So let’s
roll up our sleeves, and work together to
get it done. Let’s get to work!
Pam McCorkle Buncum, President
Benton County
Democrats________________

MARK YOUR CALENDAR
JULY 27 - 6:00 PM
In partnership with Washington
County Democrats, we will host
Stephanie Harris, creator of Women
Lead Arkansas for training and
discussion at Mojitos, 100 E. Joyce
Blvd, Fayetteville.
Stephanie will speak about the
empowerment and engagement of
women in the 2016 election, from
candidate to advocates.
All are
welcome to attend and there is no
charge for this event.
Food and beverages are available
For more information call:
Pam Buncum 404 579 1767
Karen Smenner 479 866 9906

$68.00 from the Blue Bowls
$39.00 from movies
$9.75 Misc. donations
Expenses were:
$8.97 luncheon expense
$33.98 technology expense
We ended the month with a total of
$7,492.63 in all accounts.
Submitted by: Gaye Bland_________
A bold Decision
On Friday, July 10th, 2015 The
Confederate Battle flag was taken
down at the So. Carolina State Capital
building. The flag was has flown
there since April 1961, to honor the
100th anniversary of the start of the
Civil War. To some it is a symbol of
hate and racism.

Minutes of June meeting:
Acting President Karen Smenner called the meeting to
order at 12:00 PM. Bill Beck led the Pledge and Karen
recognized our guests and new members as well as those
with June birthdays.

After announcing that our former President Ken Swindle
had resigned due to the time constraints of running his
business as well as spending quality time with his family,
an election was held for a replacement for the remainder
of his term. The Board nominated Pam Buncum and she
was elected by unanimous acclamation.

Karen then turned the meeting over to Pam who
requested that we have a moment of silence for the
victims in Charleston. She then gave a powerful
statement urging us to internalize the spirit of ubuntu, an
African word that translates as humanity, humility and
openness to others, both in reaction to this tragedy and
during this year of rebuilding for our club and the
Democratic Party in general.

Karen introduced our speaker, Billie Yates of AARP. Billie
became a very active volunteer after 40 years as a school
counselor. She spoke to us of its history, and that it does
not endorse or contribute to political candidates. It
interviews them and publishes the results, allowing
readers to decide for whom they will vote.

It works for legislative changes and Billie shared a current
issue of importance is closing the Interest Loophole. The
new proposed standard would hold brokers and other
financial advisors accountable to work in the best
financial interest of their clients.
Go to
aarp.org/loophole to support this proposal.

participants a 10 percent reduction in car insurance for
three years. Several present heartily endorsed the class.

AARP volunteers provide free tax preparation for lowincome residents and additional volunteers are greatly
needed. Volunteers are also needed to enroll residents
in SNAP, the former food-stamp program, since Arkansas
is number one in hunger in the U.S

Attendees also received “Say hello to your benefits,”
which lists the advantages of membership. National
dues are $16. There are only three local chapters in our
eight-county region, one of which is Bella Vista’s. Their
dues are $1 and they have a hugely successful recycling
program that donates all the proceeds to local non-profit
groups.

Eunice Van Tuyl then discussed proposed changes to the
by-laws of our club. She and fellow committee members
Rick Smenner and Hal Spangenberg revised those from
2011, lengthening them considerably to cover many
additional topics and circumstances. This will provide
answers to situations that may arise and allow for
consistency and continuity. A copy will be disseminated
via e-mail and the their adoption will be voted on at the
next general meeting on July 27. Questions may be
directed to Eunice at etuyl@sbcglobal.net.

Bill Beck reported that we made $399.63 from our last
movie and the next will be “Ricky and the Flash,” starring
Meryl Streep, on August 22. “Suffragette” will be shown
in November.

Karen announced that:
She explained that AARP works to educate
about scams especially those targeting the
example of which is the romance scam.
provides a safe driver course, open to all,

its readers
elderly, an
AARP also
that earns
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Our speaker for July is Stephanie Harris who
started the program “Women Lead
Arkansas.”
There are chairs still available for the
Jefferson-Jackson celebration in Little Rock

•
•
•

featuring Hillary Clinton as the speaker.
They are $150.00 each. Please contact
Karen if interested.
The state Democratic party needs
nominations for their annual awards.
Contact Karen.
Beginning on the 23rd , from 7:30 to 8:30
AM, the Lowell Chamber is presenting a
series of meetings to help possible
candidates for office learn how to run.

Eunice Van Tuyl then requested a point of personal
privilege. She spoke of how Democrats in Bella Vista
urged her to keep her political affiliation quiet and how
she refused, often interjecting in discussions by
Republicans that she was a Democrat and so felt
differently about the matter. She fervently urged all
Benton County Democrats to stand up proudly and let
others know what they believe.
Pam adjourned the meeting at 1:10.
Respectfully submitted, Eunice Van Tuyl, Recording
Secretary

Benton County Democrats
P.O. Box 2258,
Bentonville, AR 72712

An exciting message from the
Democratic
Party
of
Arkansas:
Due to the incredible demand for tickets to our 2015
Jefferson-Jackson Dinner featuring Secretary Hillary
Clinton, we have sold out of floor seats for the event.
However, as Democrats, we want to open this event
up to as many people as possible, from all over our
state and from all different backgrounds. That's why
we're opening up the best seats in the lowest level
of Verizon Arena for just $15. Overlooking the Arena
floor and the stage, there will be no better seat in the
house at a price that's almost too good to be true!
Those who purchase these premium tickets will enter
Verizon Arena through the main entrance by the
flagpoles, and will be able to watch the entire
evening's program. Click here to purchase your
premium arena tickets now!
Speaking of the program, we are also very excited to
announce our 2015 Jefferson-Jackson Dinner National
Anthem singer- Arkansas's own Caleb Conrad! Caleb is
currently a rising senior at the University of Arkansas,
but you might have seen him on the hit show America's
Got Talent performing with his band Triple Threatcheck out their amazing audition performance here.

