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Benton County Democrats February Meeting
Monday, February 27 Lunch 11:00 am Meeting 12:00 noon
Golden Corral, 2605 W. Pleasant Crossing, Rogers
Our speaker will be Mr. Jon Comstock, Attorney. His topic will be:
“Our Justice System-Status Quo or Change”
Jon Comstock earned his BA Degree at Oklahoma State University and
his Law Degree at the University of Tulsa.
Private General Litigation practice in Tulsa 1976-1994.In-House Legal
Counsel for Wal-Mart Stores, Inc. 1994-2011. Served as Arkansas Circuit
Court Judge 2011-2012.
Currently in Private Practice as “Comstock Conflict Resolution Services”
Judge Comstock has served on many State Committees and Task Forces
dealing with the Arkansas Judicial System. Most recently in 2016 serving
as Chair of the Arkansas Bar Association’s Task Force on Maintaining a
Fair and Impartial Judiciary and their Task Force on Constitutional
Amendments

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

President’s Message
A new phrase, “alternative facts,” to describe
something that is not true, came into the national
lexicon during inauguration week. Chuck Todd of
NBC asked Trump spokesperson Kellyanne Conway
why Sean Spicer, the White House Press Secretary,
was sent out to tell the press that the Trump
inauguration was attended by a record crowd when
documentary and photographic evidence indicated
otherwise. Conway insisted that Spicer was not
lying, but presenting “alterative facts.” Todd
countered that something that isn’t true is a
falsehood, not an alternative fact. Conway went on
to say that the administration had to present
alternative facts to combat what the media was
reporting.

Manipulation of information has already
become a hallmark of the new administration, and a
sizeable segment of the population, at least among
those who read, seem to be catching on. Two books
from the past, George Orwell’s 1949 best-seller,
1984, and Philip Roth’s 2004 novel, The Plot Against
America, have had a resurgence, with 1984 returning
to the bestseller list and Plot enjoying brisk sales. In
1984, which is set thirty-five years in the future from
its date of publication, information is manipulated
and conformity enforced by “Big Brother.” Many
who read 1984 many years ago and found it farfetched are re-evaluating their assessments. “Plot” is
set in the 1930s and 1940s and imagines a
charismatic, anti-Semitic, Charles Lindberg
challenging and defeating Roosevelt for President in
1940. America under Lindberg enters into an

alliance with Hitler, with information manipulation
being a tool to bring the public along. If you need
something to read (or re-read) in front of the fire on
these winter nights, both of these books are thoughtprovoking.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Most of us are gathering documents and
preparing either to sit down and fill out all the forms
for our Federal and State tax returns or to organize
the disparate memos and forms to send to the
accountant. Please remember as you do this that
there is a tax credit (not deduction but the more
valuable credit) in Arkansas for political
contributions.
Our BC Dems vice-president
described the process in our last general meeting.
Bear in mind that the Benton County Democrats as
an Arkansas Political Action Committee is an
eligible donee. If you have not already claimed the
deduction for 2016, you can make a contribution
before April 15 of this year and it can be applied to
your 2016 taxes. Use Arkansas tax form AR1000TC
(credit not applicable to Federal taxes) and enter the
amount on line 1.
Download the form at
http://www.dfa.arkansas.gov/offices/incomeTax/indivi
dual/Documents/AR1000TC_2016_RE.pdf.

The following information is from the
instructions for that form:
A credit of up to $50.00 per taxpayer ($100.00 for a
joint return) is allowed against your Arkansas
individual income tax liability for cash contributions
made by the taxpayer(s) to one of the following:
(1) A candidate seeking nomination or
election to a public office or to the
candidate’s campaign committee.
(2) An approved political action committee
as defined by Arkansas Code Annotated
7-6-201.
(3) An organized political party as defined by
in Arkansas Code Annotated 7-1-101.
For the purposes of this credit, “public office” means
any office created by or under the authority of the
laws of the State of Arkansas, or a subdivision
thereof, that is filled by the voters. The credit does
not apply to contributions made to candidates for
federal office. The contribution must be made by
April 15, 2017 to be claimed on the 2016 tax return.

Here is a way to contribute to BC Dems (which will
need money to contribute to candidates in the 2018
election cycle) without it costing you anything.
Otherwise, Asa and the Republican legislature will
decide how that sum is spent and it won’t go to
Democratic candidates!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Minutes: January 23 General Meeting
Whole Hog Café, Bentonville, AR
President Richard Bland called the meeting to order
at 12:00. He welcomed new attendees, guests and
visitors. Rusty Mastricola led us in the pledge of
allegiance.
Vice President David Cauldwell introduced Ashley
Siwiec, the communications director for Rogers
Public Schools. She spoke about social media,
including Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram and how
it can inform, involve and inspire the public.
Everyone was encouraged to check out the Arkansas
Benton County Democrats Facebook page and
website bcdems.org for the latest information about
upcoming events.
David Cauldwell reminded everyone about the
income tax credit for political contributions. A credit
of up to $50.00 per taxpayer is allowed on your Ark.
Income Tax for cash contributions made to a
candidate, an approved (PAC) political action
committee, or organized political party. If you did
not have a contribution for 2016 which qualifies for
this credit, you may still take the credit for 2016 on
any qualifying contribution made prior to April 15,
2017. Since the BC Dems is a PAC, a contribution
may be made now to be set aside for future
candidates. Any contribution in 2017 will qualify for
2017 tax credit.
The minutes and treasurer’s reports were approved
unanimously.
Gaye Bland suggested we form a Legislative
Committee to monitor bills being presented at our
state level. Myra gave our President a paper from
Greg Leding that suggested we call our congressman
or senators if we want to have input on legislature.
Call your State Congressman or Senators at 202-2253121 even if you don’t know their names, type in

your zip code and it will connect you to the right
office.

Vice President: David Cauldwell 721-2747
e-mail: dcaudwl@gmail.com

Lisa Low gave a report on the Women’s March in
Bentonville this past Saturday. Over 500 women
were in attendance. She said the energy level was
contagious.

Treasurer: Joel Ewing 268-4231
e-mail: jcewing@acm.org

It was announced the (DPBC) Democratic Party of
Benton County will meet Feb. 13 at 6:30 at The
Benton County Cooperative Extension Building at
1204 S.W. 14th St. in Bentonville.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Bill Beck reported he is working on a fund raiser
movie “The Zookeeper’s Wife”. The movie will be
previewed around April 1 at one of the Malco
Theatre’s at 10:00 a.m. More information will be
given later.
President Richard Bland asked members to be
allowed to submit brief articles to the monthly
Newsletter. You may email them to Hal
Spangenberg at hal.f.spangenberg@gmail.com
Respectfully Submitted by
Secretary Betty Cauldwell
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Treasurer's Summary for January 2017
Beginning Balance

$1,026.89

Income
Blue Bowls

$156.00

Donations

$ 60.00

Dues

$530.00

Total income

$746.00

Expenses Total

$

Ending Balance

0.00

$1,772.89

Submitted by Joel Ewing, Treasurer
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Contact Information for your officers:
President: Richard Bland 631-9818
e-mail: rabland@cox.net

Secretary: Betty Cauldwell 721-2724 e-mail:
bcauldwl@gmail.com

An invitation to submit an article
If you have something you want to share with our
readers you are invited to submit it for inclusion into
the newsletter. Please submit it no later than the 10th
of the month to: Hal.f.spangenberg@gmail.com
We reserve the right to edit all copy received.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

A letter to our Congressmen and Senators
The Hon. John Boozman
320 Hart Senate Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Hon. Tom Cotton
B-33, Russell Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C. 20510
The Hon. Steve Womack
1119 Longworth HOB
Washington, D.C.20515
As a candidate, President Trump made TWO
promises. They were "I will build a wall between
Mexico and the U.S." and the other was "Mexico
will pay for it.”
You as our elected members of congress and the
Senate represent all of us in your district. We do not
want the wall! But more importantly, WE DO NOT
WANT TO PAY FOR IT! We are asking you, as our
representative, to tell the President that we do not
want ONE DOLLAR of tax payers’ money to be
spent on the wall. In other words, do not allow any
construction to begin until there is money from other
than the U.S. Treasury to pay for it.
Thank you for your service. Remember, you
represent all of us in your district and State.
Sincerely;

There will be copies for you to take and sign to
mail at the February meeting.
.>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
The following might be helpful in locating your
members of Congress. It was copied from face book
and forwarded on to me.
Hal
If your senators and representatives aren't saved in
your phone yet, text your zip code to 520-200-2223.
You'll get a text back IMMEDIATELY with
everyone's contact information. A friend of mine
advised me of this, says it is easy works like a charm.
It gives you Federal and State.
PASS IT ON (copy and paste, don't share, for
maximum views) Yes, this is for real- works well!
(You'll receive the text from a different # which I
wasn't expecting, but it did work perfectly!!
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

The Origin of the Democratic Donkey
When Andrew Jackson ran for president in 1828, his
opponents tried to label him a “jackass” for his
populist views and his slogan “Let the people rule.”
Jackson, however, picked up on their name calling
and turned it to his own advantage by using the
donkey on his campaign posters. During his
presidency, the donkey was used to represent
Jackson’s stubbornness when he vetoed re-chartering
the national bank.
The first time the donkey was used in a political
cartoon to represent the Democratic Party, it was
again in conjunction with Jackson. Although in 1837
Jackson was retired, he still thought of himself as the
party’s leader and was shown trying to get the
donkey to go where he wanted it to go. The cartoon
was titled, “A Modern Balim and his Ass.”
Interestingly enough, the person credited with
getting the donkey widely accepted as the
Democratic Party’s symbol probably had no
knowledge of the prior associations. Thomas Nast, a
famous political cartoonist, came to the United States
with his parents in 1840 when he was six. He first
used the donkey in an 1870 Harper’s Weekly cartoon

to represent “Copperhead Press” kicking a dead lion,
symbolizing Lincoln’s Secretary of War Edwin M.
Stanton, who had recently died. Nast intended the
donkey to represent an anti-war faction with whom
he disagreed, but the symbol caught the public’s
fancy and the cartoonist continued using it to
represent some Democratic editors and newspapers.
Later, Nast used the donkey to portray what he called
“Caesarism” showing the alleged Democratic
uneasiness over a possible third term for Ulysses S.
Grant. A cartoon titled “The Third Term Panic,”
showed animals representing various issues running
away from a donkey wearing a lion’s skin tagged
“Caesarism.” The elephant labeled “The Republican
Vote,” was about to run into a pit containing
inflation, chaos, repudiation, etc.
By 1880 the donkey was well established as a mascot
for the Democratic Party. A cartoon about the
Garfield-Hancock campaign in the New York Daily
Graphic showed the Democratic candidate mounted
on a donkey, leading a procession of crusaders.
from an old issue of the Bartlesville Voter
Eunice Van Tuyl
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
Donald Trump is the biggest popular-vote loser in history
to ever call himself President Elect. In spite of the fact
that he has no mandate, he will attempt to use his
congressional majority to reshape America in his own
racist, authoritarian, and corrupt image. If progressives
are going to stop this, we must stand indivisibly opposed
to Trump and the Members of Congress (MoCs) who
would do his bidding. Together, we have the power to
resist — and we have the power to win.

OZARK INDIVISIBLE
From: Ozark Indivisible
indivisiblefayettevillear@gmail.com>
Subject: Ozark Indivisible Action Alert -)

Ozark Indivisible Calls to Action for
NEXT WEEK!
Rep. Womack will be holding a public meeting at
the West Fork City Hall, called "Coffee with

