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Benton County Dems August Meeting
Monday, August 28th, Lunch 11:00 am Meeting 12:00 noon
Golden Corral, 2605 W. Pleasant Crossing, Rogers
Our speaker this month will be:
Doug Thompson, a political writer and special assignment reporter and editor for the Northwest
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette.
Doug has covered state and national politics from Northwest Arkansas since late 1998, except for a short
and very enjoyable time spent as the newspaper's editorial page editor from 2009 to 2011. Before
covering Northwest Arkansas politics, Doug worked at the Capitol Bureau of the Arkansas DemocratGazette in Little Rock. Before that, he was a business reporter covering row crop farming in Arkansas,
among other duties. Before that, he covered the southwest quarter of the state for the Arkansas Democrat
and then the Democrat-Gazette. His wife, Lisa, is the managing editor of the Northwest DemocratGazette, which won the general excellence award over all other newspapers in the state this year from
the Arkansas Press Association. Doug was also recently awarded top honors for column writing by the
Great Plains Journalism Awards, which covers journalism in eight states.
There will be a question and answer period at the end of the presentation.
For reservations please contact Rusty Mastricola 855-9588 or rusty1214@gmail.com or indicate
"will attend" on meetup.com. Reservations are not required but appreciated by the Friday prior
to the meeting
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

President’s Message, August 2017
Frustrated with the national political situation?
Waiting for 2020 to vote the rascals out? Maybe
there are things that can be done meanwhile that
will make a difference. But how much impact
can one individual in Benton County, Arkansas,
have?
Sure, we get more excited about presidential
races, and even congressional races, and they
receive the lion’s share of citizen attention and
press coverage. But, arguably, local officials
have more impact over our daily lives than the
high-profile players. And, it is much easier to
become a participant at the lower level.
I really can’t think of a single person who might
read this that has a snowball’s chance of

becoming President. But there are several of you
who would make excellent county justices of the
peace. And, in my opinion, it is not impossible
that a few of you might get elected, especially in
a year with an unsettled political climate. It is
reasonable to predict that the political situation
will be very unsettled in 2018.
Competition for JP is much less than for most
offices. With 15 JP districts and a total county
population of about 260,000, each JP represents
only a little more than 17,000 people. The
eligible voters who are qualified to seek the
office is about half that number. In many cases,
only a single candidate seeks the position in each

district. Moreover, the filing fee is only $50, and
other campaign costs are correspondingly low.
According to “Running for Public Office,” a
pamphlet compiled by the Arkansas Secretary of
State’s
office
(http://www.sos.arkansas.gov/elections/Docume
nts/2016_Running_for_Public_Office.pdf) the
qualifications of a JP include: Two year term,
must be a U.S. citizen, must be an Arkansas
resident, must reside within the justice of the
peace district to be represented, must be a
minimum of eighteen (18) years old, and must
never have been convicted of embezzlement of
public money, bribery, forgery, or other
infamous crime.
Most members of our
organization meet these requirements.

February. Grimsley Graham is chair of the
County Committee’s sub-committee on
candidates and elections and would be a good
person to contact if you wish to further pursue the
idea of running. In addition, the County Party
has prepared a pamphlet, “Guide to Elected
Offices,” specifically for Benton County, which
has lots of information about running for JP along
with all the other offices that you might consider.
I have a limited number of these and am willing
to share.
Give it a go. It will be an interesting
experience, and we might get a few Democrats
in the body that has final say over most county
policies and actions.
Richard Bland

JP’s constitute the county quorum court. They
are responsible for all county ordinances and
resolutions. They have jurisdiction relating to
county taxes including real estate and personal
property taxes collected by the county
government. This makes them responsible for
assessment of property, equalization of
assessments on appeal, tax levies, tax collections
and disbursements of tax proceeds. The quorum
court also oversees all county administrative
actions affecting human services program for
indigent residents of the county, county financial
services, general public utility, trade and
commerce, transportation of persons and
property and natural resources. In my opinion,
this is pretty important stuff and I would like to
see capable, interested Democrats seek these
posts.
JPs are paid $223.80 for each meeting of the
Whole or Quorum Court. Compensation for all
other meetings (committee meetings and the like)
is $139.88 per meeting. JP’s attend an average
of 2 to 3 meetings a month.
Ready to run? In order to file and run as a
Democrat, you must be registered as a Democrat
and your filing form application must be
approved by either the County Committee Chair
or Committee Secretary during the filing period.
The filing period for the primary election in May
2018 will be during the last two weeks of

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

BENTON COUNTY DEMS
July 24TH General Meeting Minutes
Golden Corral, Rogers, AR
President Richard Bland called the meeting to
order at 12:00. He welcomed several new
attendees, guests and visitors.
Rusty Mastricola led us in the pledge of
allegiance.
Vice President David Cauldwell introduced our
speaker Tyler Clark, Chairman of the
Washington County Democrats. Tyler formerly
served as the Democratic Party of Arkansas
Treasurer (2014-2017). Mr. Clark discussed how
to engage young people in the Democratic Party
values and structure of the party.
He also
informed our group that only 32 of the 75
counties in Arkansas have an active local
democratic organization. A question and answer
period followed. The speaker for August will be
Doug Thompson.
The minutes and treasurer’s reports were
approved unanimously.
The nominating committee consisting of Gaye
Bland, Dave Boyer and Harrell Simpson are still
looking for nominees for the 2018 Treasurer and
Secretary. Please contact one of them if you are
interested.

Due to scheduling conflicts Bill Beck had to
cancel the proposed movie - Al Gore’s “An
Inconvenient Sequel”. He is now working on
“Suburbicon” for Oct 28th and “The Man Who
Invented Christmas” which will air around Dec.
1. Tickets will be $15.00.
Richard reported the (DPBC) Democratic Party
of Benton County had a successful seminar on
candidate recruitment “Recruit 101” with a good
crowd attending on July 15. The DPBC meets on
the second Monday of each month at Guess Who
Liquor Store in Bentonville, 214 SE Walton
Blvd, at 6:30 p.m.
Myra announced the Rogers Chamber of
Commerce and the Daily Record of Bentonville
will sponsor a bi-partisan workshop for anyone
wanting information about running for office.
August 5th Ozark Indivisible will meet at the
Fayetteville Good Shepherd Lutheran Church at
3:00 p.m.
The DPBC is still looking for volunteers to help
with the Little Flock picnic to be held on
Sept. 16. Contact Thurman Metcalf or Sharon
Carter.
After no further business the meeting was
adjourned at 1:18.
Respectfully Submitted,
Secretary Betty Cauldwell
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Outrageous acts by President Trump:
Fired FBI Director for failing to demonstrate
personal loyalty to him.
Undermined international cooperation on
climate change and America’s credibility on
world stage.
Released a budget with a 2 trillion dollar math
error.
And many more.
N.Y. Magazine. Daily intelligencer

Treasurer's Summary July 2017
Beginning
Balance
Income
Blue Bowls
Dues
Total

$4,527.13
$96.00
$70.00
$166.00

Expenses
Meetings
$39.61
Publicity*
$106.93
Total
$146.54
Ending Balance
$4,546.59
*meetup.com & bcdems.org
Submitted by Joel Ewing, Treasurer

Message from Suzanne Miltich
Below are some nonpartisan, nonprofit
organizations I think would be good for
members to know about and work with in
mutual support. I've shown below websites that
give information. I think all of these groups
have Facebook pages as well.
Climate Change Lobby
- https://citizensclimatelobby.org/chapters/AR_
Fayetteville/
Let me know when you want to
do this, and I'll contact someone from their
group to get the process started.
EngageNWA
- http://www.engagenwa.com/#ngagenwa-goals
EngageNWA is working to support those who
come to NWA for employment
and as students. I connected with them when I
attended a couple of forums they held late last
fall. I arranged for the Director, Terry Bankson,
to speak to the Unitarian Universalists of
Benton County and remain in contact with
him. He has a casual style and does a good job
helping people be more comfortable relating to
those whose race and/or culture is different from
theirs.
Terrybankston@engagenwa.com

LULAC
- http://piemontelandscaping.com/lulac/ Rey
Hernandez, who is known to some of you, was
instrumental in starting LULAC in NWA. I've
heard him speak to the Unitarian Universalists
of Benton County, and he does a good job
talking about this organization that works to
support the Latinix population of NWA,
including to provide scholarships for Latin
students entering college.
OMNI Center for Peace, Justice, Ecology
- www.omnicenter.org
I've heard Gladys Tiffany, Director, speak, and
she does a good job talking about the model
from George Lakoff's book, "Don't Think of an
Elephant," and how this relates to differences in
how people see their world, including the
differences between Democrats and Republicans
and how they frame their messages. I believe
the Democratic party consulted at one time
with Lakoff, who is a
linguist. gladystiffany@yahool.com
If you are interested in hearing any of these
groups, let David Cauldwell (479-271-2747)
know, and if enough of our members are
interested in any one group, we will contact
them.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>.

Why do all the talking heads say that the
Democratic Party is irrelevant? It has won the
Presidential election six of the last seven times,
five of them by large margins.

2016: Clinton:
Trump:

65,844,954
62,979,879

2012: Obama:
Romney:

65,899,660
60,932,152

2008: Obama:
McCain:

69,456,897
59,934,814

2004: Kerry:
Bush:

59,028,439
62,040,610

2000: Gore:
Bush:

50,999,897
50,456,002

1996: Clinton:
Dole:

45,590,703
37,816,307

1992: Clinton:
Bush:

44,909,326
39,103,882

Totals:

401,729,876
373,263,646

Difference
65,729,876
Submitted by Eunice VanTuyl
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

You might be a Progressive if...
You believe in the dignity of all.








This means you recognize that not everyone
has had the same talents, advantages, or life
challenges; therefore society (and, yes,
government) should be set up so that
everyone has an equal chance to maximize
his or her potential.
This means that rule under the economic
aristocracy of the richest 1% is intolerable.
This means that diversity is a good thing.
Intelligence and other talents are too scarce
to waste by discriminating against people of
talent and intelligence because of their
gender, race, color, religion, country of
origin, or sexual orientation.
This means that real democracy promotes
fairness for all.
This means that meanness begets meanness,
which in turn prevents progress and makes
everyone miserable.
You believe that science is legitimate
and that climate change is real and
that human activity is playing a part in
its acceleration.







This means that you accept the
responsibility to prevent our planet from
becoming uninhabitable regardless of the
cause.
This means that you support clean,
renewable energy over old-fashioned fossil
fuel pollution.
This means that even if you aren’t really
sure, you’re willing to error on the side of
caution and work toward a cleaner
environment.
You believe what Paul Wellstone said
about all of us doing better when all of
us do better.



This means that economic fairness means
everyone should be paid a living wage and
have earned paid sick leave. After all, when
people go to work ill, they can infect others
plus they are not highly productive.





This means that if most people don’t earn
enough to buy goods and services, the
wealthy can’t meet their income potential.
This means that we’re all in this together
and therefore need to work together to
succeed.
You believe that peace is better than
war.
This means that diplomacy is stronger than
military action and needs to be pursued first,
last, and always.



This means that with diplomacy, we have
more say in the outcome.
You believe that reversing the
accomplishments of the past hurts our
future.





This means that denying civil rights to those
who are somehow “different,” removing
environmental protections, declaring open
warfare on labor rights, public education,
public employees, and tax responsibility can
only make us weaker and ideologically
smaller as a nation.
This means that income disparity hurts our
economy and the general welfare.
You believe that government can and
should make the lives of its citizens
better.



This means that a government should not
privatize its basic functions such as prisons,
military, highways.

In short, you might be a Progressive if you
agree with some of the above and have a
positive attitude for the future despite
current setbacks.

Valerie Conner
Common Sense II

Little Flock Picnic/Fundraiser
Catered by IDK? Cafe

The Democratic Party of Benton County is challenging all Democrats to help BUILD THE DEMOCRATIC
PARTY in Benton County! Our traditional Little Flock Picnic is scheduled for Saturday, September 16, 2017,
from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at Little Flock City Park. Speakers include Joshua Mahony, candidate for 3rd District
Congress, as well as other state and local candidates to be announced. Keynote Speaker will be Jessica DeLoach, Communication Director and Senior Adviser for the Arkansas Democratic Party.
BE A SPONSOR: With your help, we can build future resources for Benton County.
Our five levels of sponsorships:
Building the Democratic Party PLATINUM SPONSOR: $1000 - Recognition in all
printed and electronic event materials including extra verbal recognition at event and
8 admission tickets to rally and picnic.
Building the Democratic Party GOLD SPONSOR: $500 - Recognition in all printed
and electronic event materials including verbal recognition at event and 6 admission
tickets to rally and picnic.
Building the Democratic Party SILVER SPONSOR - $300 - Recognition in all printed
and electronic event materials including verbal recognition at event and 4 admission
tickets to rally and picnic.
Building the Democratic Party BRONZE SPONSOR - $150 - Recognition in all printed
and electronic event materials including verbal recognition at event and 3 admission
tickets to rally and picnic.
Building the Democratic Party HOST - $50 - Recognition in all printed and electronic
event materials and 2 admission tickets to picnic and admission to rally.
I wish to contribute, but do not print my name on recognition list.
Number planning to attend
To become a sponsor, please complete the following:
Name, contact info with address, and occupation: ______________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Level of Sponsorship: _________________________ Form of Payment (enclosed):___________________________
Return to Thurman Metcalf, 4105 W. Olive St., Rogers, AR 72756,
or contact him at (479) 636-0059, (479) 633-2074, or email thurmanmetcalf@att.net.
Ma ke checks to Democratic Party of Benton County.
Deadline for printed recognition is September 5th.

