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Benton County Dems September Meeting
Monday, September 25th, Lunch 11:00 am Meeting 12:00 noon
Golden Corral, 2605 W. Pleasant Crossing, Rogers
Our speaker this month will be a representative of “Pathway to Freedom, Inc”

Pathway to Freedom, Inc., a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, is a Christ-centered holistic
service program that provides educational, values-based, pre-release services to prisoners on a
voluntary and non-compulsory basis, while preparing them to reintegrate into society and become
productive citizens through the use of new and improved pro-social and life skills that will enhance
family and social relationships, moral and spiritual development and employment opportunities.

Pathway to Freedom, Inc. seeks to address the transformation of prisoners’ lives through an
18-month pre-release residential program through a contractual agreement with the Arkansas
Department of Correction (ADC). The program continues for an additional 12 months of
mentoring and support once he inmate has returned to the community.
There will be a question and answer period at the end of the presentation.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

President's Message
FAKE NEWS
A free press has always been a bulwark of
American liberty. Politicians have chafed
under its scrutiny, but statesman have
simultaneously realized its indispensability.
The current resident of the White House,
arguably neither a politician nor a statesman,
routinely ridicules the press.
He has
repeatedly called the New York Times
"failing" and lumped it along with the
Washington Post, CNN, ABC, and NBC as
"fake news." He has called out individual
reporters covering his rallies to ridicule them.
Part of this seems to grow from extreme
sensitivity to any sort of criticism, but the
overall pattern appears to be an effort to
discredit the credibility of the free press.
A powerful tool in Trump's arsenal is the fact
that vast amounts of fake news exists. Every
day I see false and misleading stories on
social media, many of them from purportedly
liberal/progressive sources. Tabloids such as
the National Enquirer have been around for a
long time, but never before has a President
quoted one as if it were serious news. One of
the necessary difficulties of dealing with a
totally free press is that the reader, the
consumer, of the information must be
discerning. The reader cannot simply put all
of the media into a single category and expect
to find the same amount of objectivity in all
of them.
What can the individual citizen do to counter
the recent proliferation of fake news? Quite
a bit, actually. For example, when you get a
post or message that seems false to you, there
are ways to check its accuracy. Snopes.com
is my favorite of such tools, but there are
others
including
FactCheck.org,

PolitiFact.com,
TruthOrFiction.com,
HoaxSlayer.com, and several others. When
you find that something has been sent you
that is false, notify the sender or block the site
of origin.
Another
action
available
to
the
news/information consumer is to be
discerning and support media which have a
record for veracity. The amount of really
fake news that exists works to undermine the
credibility of reputable outlets. Several
newspapers,
though
suffering
from
circulation losses, have solid reporting.
Papers such the Washington Post, New York
Times, and Wall Street Journal may publish
editorials on their opinion pages that I
disagree with (especially the latter!), but I
find their reporting to be generally accurate.
When one of them makes a mistake, it usually
quickly retracts the error. There are several
such publications that have earned the
public's trust. Subscriptions to most of the
papers of this caliber can be obtained online,
if getting a print edition is not practical for
you. I have a digital subscription to the New
York Times as well as to Arkansas Times, the
only statewide liberal voice in Arkansas. The
magazine world also provides some
thoughtful reporting. The Economist, while
pricey, provides some excellent reporting as
do both The New Yorker and The Atlantic.
The airwaves and cable lines contain a huge
amount of fake news, but there, too, are many
outlets that can be trusted. National Public
Radio provides both accurate reporting and
reasoned commentary. Public Broadcasting
Service provides the exemplary PBS News
Hour on a daily basis. With the commercial
broadcast and cable outlets, the viewer must
select from the choices with a critical eye, but
some sound reporting can be found there as
well.

The key to good government is an informed
citizenry, and in today's world those citizens
must take responsibility for keeping
themselves accurately informed.
Being
uninformed is not an option.

Richard and Grimsley Graham announced
that they have electronic copies of the
“Benton County Guide to Elected Offices”
for anyone interested in running for a
political office.

Richard Bland
September 2017
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Jon Comstock will have a forum on Sept 9
from 12:00-2:00 at the Shewmaker Center on
the NWA College campus. The forum “A
Soldier in our Mist” discusses everything
about statues.

BENTON COUNTY DEMS
August 28, 2017 General Meeting
Golden Corral, Rogers, AR
President Richard Bland called the meeting
to order at 12:00. He welcomed several new
attendees, guests and visitors.
Rusty Mastricola led us in the pledge of
allegiance.
Vice President David Cauldwell introduced
our speaker Doug Thompson. Doug has been
a political writer, reporter and editor for the
NWA Democratic Gazette since 1998. He
discussed voting machines and voter fraud
and then opened the floor for discussions.
The minutes and treasurer’s reports were
approved unanimously.
Thurman Metcalf reminded everyone that the
Little Flock picnic will be held Sept. 16 from
4:00 to 7:00. He has tickets as well as
sponsorships and reminded everyone that the
Little Flock picnic is a long standing
Democratic tradition in Northwest Arkansas.
Please volunteer to help.
Richard reminded everyone we will have a
September meeting on the 25th. Sheets were
placed on all the tables asking for fund raiser
ideas. Everyone was asked to fill them out
and return them at the September meeting.
Amy Gillespie who is running for the
Bentonville School Board asked for our
support in the upcoming election.

The NWA Gridiron, a political satire
presentation, will be held on Oct 6th and 7th
at the Rogers Little Theatre. Tickets are
available online.
After no further business the meeting was
adjourned at 1:09.
Respectfully Submitted,
Secretary Betty Cauldwell
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Treasurer's Summary August 2017
Beginning Balance
Income
Blue Bowls
Dues
Total

$4,546.59
$130.46
$20.00
$150.46

Expenses
Little Flock Sponsorship
$150.00
Ad purchase
$80.00
Total
$230.00
Ending Balance
$4,467.05
Submitted by Joel Ewing, Treasurer
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Amy Gillespie, Candidate for
Bentonville School Board of Education to
represent the families of East Bella Vista.
“I’m running because I care about the
students of Bella Vista. I have attended
almost every board meeting for the past 3

years. I know the issues; I know the
challenges; and, most importantly, I have
been listening to your concerns for the past 3
years. I love Bentonville Schools. We moved
here specifically to get our kids in this
district. I love our teachers and staff. I love
our commitment to excellence. I love our
passion and drive to be the best and to do the
best for every student. It will by my honor
and privilege to serve Bella Vista families as
their representative on Bentonville Schools'
Board of Education,” Amy said.
Amy’s experience in secondary education,
corporate compliance, and communication
along with her extensive volunteer history as
a Girl Scout leader, PTO officer, and parental
involvement committee member give her an
impressive resume perfect for governing our
school board. She has been endorsed by three
former Bentonville board members, two
Arkansas Arts Academy board members, an
NWACC board member, and Progressive
Arkansas Women PAC.
Amy is ready to stand up for Bella Vista and
bring our voices to our school board. Learn
more at www.AmyGillespieforBPS.com or
you can contact her at:
amygillespieforbps@gmail.com
East Bella Vistans are early voting for Amy
at the county clerk’s office on the Bentonville
square Sept 12-15 and 18th and on Election
Day, September 19th, vote for Amy at Bella
Vista Baptist Church on Lancashire next to
the Bella Vista Library.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Visit our web page at: www.bcdems.org or
on Facebook.

You can contact our officers:
President: Richard Bland
Home:631-9818 C: 426-6384 or
rbland@cos.net
Vice President: David Cauldwell
Home: 721-2747 or dcauldwl@gmail.com
Treasurer: Joel Ewing
Home: 268-4231
or jcewing.bcdems@cox.net
Secretary: Betty Cauldwell
Home: 721-2747 Cell: 719-1308
or bcauldwl@gmail.com
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

History of the Little Flock Picnic
We learned today of the death of 97-year-old
Irma Pratt of Rogers. The significance of Irma’s
life is that she was the FIRST President of the
Democratic Women’s Club of Benton County,
and organized the first democratic picnic in Little
Flock.
The Little Flock Picnic has drawn well-known
politicians and statesmen, such as President Bill
Clinton, Senators Dale Bumpers and Mark Pryor
and other Democrat law makers.
Each year the Jim and Rita Walters award is given
to a deserving Democrat. Be sure to attend so
find out who is receiving the award this year.
We need your help. If you have information
concerning the origination of the Little Flock
Picnic, including dates and other information
please e-mail to hal.f.spangenberg@gmail.com
or you can mail it to my address 27 Nantucket Dr,
Bell Vista 72715. Our goal is to have the
complete history of the picnic in the next
newsletter.
Hal Spangenberg

