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Benton County Dems September Meeting
Monday, October 23rd, Lunch 11:00 am Meeting 12:00 noon
Golden Corral, 2605 W. Pleasant Crossing, Rogers
Our speaker this month will be Art Hobson, Emeritus Professor of Physics,
University of Arkansas who will be
speaking to us on “Global Warming”

Art Hobson received a degree in Music
at North Texas State University in 1955
followed by a Ph.D. in Theoretical
physics from Kansas state University,
Manhattan in 1964. He taught physics at
the University of Arkansas from 1964
until retiring from teaching in 1999. He
has published 6 books and has remained
active in creative academic pursuit.

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

President's Message
Near the end of our last general meeting,
there was a discussion about the Electoral
College. A consensus seemed to emerge that
it should be abolished, but some thought
abolition would be impossible, while others
held out hope.
The Electoral College was a failure from its
inception, except, arguably, for the first
couple of elections. By 1796, political parties
had emerged and the Electoral College gave
us two good men but of different parties.

Consequently, the Vice President didn't
contribute to the work of the administration,
and in fact worked against it.
The original purpose the Electoral College
was to "filter" pure democracy, which most
of the Founders mistrusted. The entire body
of voters (itself much less inclusive then than
now) selected the electors in each state, and
the
electors,
presumably
more
knowledgeable and wiser than the masses,
selected the President and Vice President.

The electors would be voting for individuals,
not parties, and the candidate who came in
second would be Vice President.
In 1800, with most electors voting the party
line of either the Republicans or the
Federalists, Jefferson and Aaron Burr, his
party's candidate for Vice President, received
the same number of votes. The Constitution
calls for a tie in the Electoral College to be
broken by the House of Representative,
which each state receiving a single vote. A
deadlock occurred there, too, and was finally
broken by some Federalist states casting their
votes for Jefferson. Before the 1804 election,
the Twelfth Amendment to the Constitution,
calling for separate balloting for the two
offices in the Electoral College, was adopted.
Still, problems remained with the Electoral
College. The most troublesome is that the
winner-take-all practice in each state means
that it is possible for one candidate to win the
popular vote but lose the election because the
other candidate received more electoral
votes. This happened in 1824, 1876, 1888,
2000, and 2016. This seems undemocratic,
as does the fact that people in small states
have a greater voice that those in large states.
In Wyoming, there is an elector for every
200,000 people, while in California, one
exists for every 700,000, a discrepancy of
more than three to one.
That very discrepancy is the reason that most
observers have little hope of the system being
changed by constitutional amendment. Just
proposing an amendment requires either the
support of two-thirds of the states or twothirds of each house of Congress.
Ratification is even harder, requiring
approval by three-fourth of the states. Just 13
states can thus block ratification, and the
small states are very unlikely to give up their
favored position.

There might be another way. A state can
choose to apportion its electoral vote, using
some formula that reflects the popular vote
more clearly that winner-take-all. Nebraska
and Maine both now have versions of this
scheme. Another idea is for each state to
declare that its electoral votes will go to the
winner of the national popular vote. This
scheme has achieved some traction through
the movement to adopt the National Popular
Vote Interstate Compact. Ten states and the
District of Columbia have so far agreed to
join the compact.
The Electoral College no longer serves its
intended purpose, even if that purpose was
valid. Why should votes be determined by
acres rather than by people. The concept of
"one man, one vote" is pretty firmly
entrenched the American democratic
tradition. For example, the Supreme Court
used that concept when it ruled in the midtwentieth century that state senate members
could not be elected by county, but must
reflect population. Wouldn't candidates work
harder to win one-party states, if they thought
in terms of winning voters rather than states?
Voter participation might be increased by
engaging potential voters that under the
current system feel that their votes simply
don't count.
This nation has made many strides toward the
democratic ideal since its inception. During
the Jacksonian era, white adult male suffrage
became almost universal with state property
qualifications and religious tests mostly
being eliminated. After the Civil War, black
men, too, could (in theory) vote. In 1920,
women could exercise the basic democratic
right. In 1971, eighteen-year-olds joined the
electorate. All citizens casting equal votes
for President, regardless of their residence,
certainly should follow.

The Electoral College will not be abolished
nor even modified before the 2020 election,
but the issue must be kept alive.
Richard Bland, October 2017
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES
September 25, 2017
Golden Corral, Rogers, AR
President Richard Bland called the meeting
to order at 12:00.
He welcomed several new attendees, guests
and visitors.
Rusty Mastricola led us in the Pledge of
Allegiance.
Grimsley Graham introduce former State
Representative Debbie Hobbes, a member of
the Board for the Pathway to Freedom,
Inc., to introduce speaker Joe Greeson, a reentry specialist for Pathways. He shared his
personal experience: how a business failure
led to drug addiction producing/distributing
drugs led to two terms in an Arkansas prison.
He credits his participation in the PTF
program with changing his life and
rebuilding his business career. The PTF
program is a Christ-centered holistic service
program delivers educational, values-based,
pre-release, and reentry service to prisoners
on a voluntary and noncompulsory basis.
Discussion followed.
The minutes and treasurer's reports were
approved unanimously.
Gaye Bland presented the Nomination
Committee's Slate of Officers for 2018:
President: Richard Bland; Vice-President:
Suzanne Miltich; Treasure: David Cauldwell;
and Recording Secretary: Diana Coleman.
Announcements followed:
New BCDems nametags are available on
request.

DPBC chair Sharon Carter announced the
County Committee meets each 2nd Monday
of the month at the Community Event Center
at Guess Who?, in Bentonville, 6:30
p.m. social and 7:00 p.m. meeting. All are
invited to attend/join.
Thurman Metcalf thanked all who
participated in the success of this year's Little
Flock Fundraiser, especially the 80 hosts and
sponsors. This year $11,000 was raised to
open the 2018 Campaign Headquarters and
support Democratic candidates in the region.
Suzanne Miltich reminded members to
provide names of those needing sympathy or
other cards.
Bill Beck noted the last movie fundraiser, Al
Gore's "An Inconvenient Sequel", raised
$800.
Old Business:
President Bland noted that a 2018
Fundraising Chair is needed, and to consider
volunteering.
Result of a poll for a new fundraising event
showed consensus for a Bean Dinner instead
of a Flea Market.
Members were encouraged to consider
running for office, filing for JP is $50, and a
DPA Candidate Guide is available.
With no further business, the meeting
adjourned at 1:08.
Respectfully submitted, Secretary pro-tem
Suzanne Jessup.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Dues reminder
If you wish to renew your membership
you may do so any time after October 1st
and it will be counted for the year 2018.
Dues still remain at $20.00 for member
and $30.00 for couple.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Treasurer's Summary September 2017
Beginning Balance
$4,467.05
Income
Blue Bowls

$91.00

Donations

$70.00

Dues

$90.00

Total

$251.00

Expenses
Little Flock

$10.00

Ad purchase $20.00
Total

Dangerous? I think so!
The President of the United States acts more
and more like he wants to be a dictator. First
“I don’t need the Senate, I’ve negotiated
contracts bigger than that alone” (referring to
health care), then he calls the head of North
Korea “Rocket boy” and his latest one,
referring to going to war “I am the only one,
I can do it alone”.
Last week after meeting with his top
military advisors he made the statement that
he has a surprise. I think that surprise is that
if North Korea launches another missile over
Guam, it will be shot down, using the war
powers resolution as his defense.
Hal Spangenberg

$30.00

Ending Balance
$4,688.05
Submitted by Joel Ewing, Treasurer
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

Nominating Committee
Our Nominating committee has been hard at
work and they will present the Slate of
officers for nomination at the October
meeting. If anyone wishes to add a
nomination from the floor, they may do so at
the October meeting. Elections will be held
at the November meeting.
>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>

“Donald Trump lacks the authority to take
military action against North Korea unless
that country poses an immediate threat or if
Congress grants approval,” New York City's
biggest legal group told the President.
Trump has the authority to take "defensive
action against an actual or imminent threat,"
but the "power to authorize other military
actions constituting acts of war lies
exclusively with Congress, which can act
either through a formal declaration of war or
other legislation," John Kiernan, president of
the New York City Bar Association, which
has 25,000 members, wrote in a letter
released on Tuesday, October 11.
(Newsweek)

