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26th

MARCH
MEETING
12:00: Speaker and Business
Lunch before, during or after
Golden Corral in Rogers
2605 W. Pleasant Grove Crossing

The Health of Arkansas' Democracy"
Joyce Hale's talk focuses on voter
suppression and the many ways this can be
done. In her talk, she includes information
taken from a comparative report of all
states by the Center for American Progress.

Joyce Hale has served as president of the
League of Women Voters for five of the 10
years she has been a member and is now
focused on voter suppression. Joyce’s main
objective is to share the National League's
interest in promoting independent redistricting
commissions and remove partisan influence
when drawing district lines. She also plans to
work with the Arkansas Citizens First Congress
to establish on-line voter registration as a
priority to increase voter participation.
Joyce has been a community activist in many
capacities over the last 45 years, working with
Sierra Club, League of Women Voters, Arkansas
Public Policy Panel and other non-profit organizations. Her work to protect waterways led to
legislation creating state tax credits for conservation easements. Joyce devoted seven years to
public education about natural gas fracking and

worked to develop legislation to reduce its
environmental damage.

Tues., Mar. 20
11:30 – 1:00
Western Sizzlin’

NWA Senior
Democrats’ Luncheon

Wed., Mar. 21: 9:30 AM

BC Dems’ Board Mtg.

Sun., Feb. 25: 2:00 – 4:00
Pea Ridge Comm. Ctr.

Celeste Williams
& Jon Comstock
Meet & Greet

Sun., Mar. 15: 2:00 – 4:00
17 Headly Circle
Bella Vista

Celeste Williams
Meet & Greet

Sun., Mar. 25: 3:00
4074 SW H St.
Bentonville

Ozark Indivisible Mtg.

Sat., Mar. 24 12:00 – 2:30
Bentonville Square

March for our Lives

Mon., Mar. 26
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral

BC Dems’ Luncheon

Tuesday, Mar. 27
Butcher & Pint

Josh Mahony Meet &
Greet

Mon., Apr. 9: 6:30 PM
Guess Who?

Democratic Party of
Benton Co. Mtg.

Tues., Apr. 17
11:30- 1:00
Western Sizzlin’

NWA Senior
Democrats’ Luncheon

Wed., Apr. 18: 9:30 AM

BC Dems’ Board Mtg.

Mon., Apr. 23
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral

BC Dems’ Luncheon

Bean Supper – March 16

encouraged Democrats to de-obsess on
the criminal investigation of Trump and
instead to focus on the apparent fact that
Trump is by temperament and action
unfit to lead this nation.
The second is the women’s movement. In
his opinion, governing bodies would be
much more effective with less testosterone and with memberships at least
51% female.
The third passion, as noted by Brummett,
is health care. He said Democrats must
never let voters forget that Republicans
voted to repeal the Affordable Care Act
and replace it with next to nothing.

The BC Dems Bean Supper fundraiser
March 16th was a rousing success. People
from Washington and Madison Counties
joined Benton County Democrats to
completely fill the Darr Elementary
cafeteria. Those present dined on beans,
corn bread and delicious desserts
donated by our members while listening
to music provided by Charles Faulk.
Arkansas Democrat Gazette columnist
John Brummett was the featured speaker.
He began his remarks by detailing the
history of the Democratic Party in
Arkansas, emphasizing that because for
so long Democrats were in the great
majority, we lost our ability to compete.
According to Brummett, this lead to our
state’s rapidly turning from blue to red.
However, Brummett sees a great new
wave rising here in Benton County, a
wave of young, viable candidates stepping
forward to run for office, many of whom
are women. They are doing so because of
their passion for the issues.
Brummett cited three currently raging
Democratic passions. The first is fierce
resistance to Donald Trump. He

The passion of Democratic candidates is
exciting our party members. All these
legislative and congressional candidates
were present and were welcomed with
enthusiasm. They might not all prevail in
November but collectively they will
impact Arkansas politics. As Brummett
said in his column in Sunday’s paper, “It
makes for a political party stirring as if
trying hard to rise from its ashes.”
Diana Kolman, Betty Cauldwell and
Eunice Van Tiyl

President's Message

Richard A. Bland

Alternative Means
It seems highly unlikely that the current Congress will enact any meaningful gun legislation
barring the even more unlikely event that the NRA gives it permission to do so. But other
currents are stirring. Many people, myself included, see the gun issue as a cultural as well
as a political issue. The culture is beginning to change. Most dramatic is the action of the
children who were present during the mass shooting but survived. Informed and
articulate, they sought support from members of Congress, but to no avail. Their success
with the Florida legislature and governor was slightly more positive.
Popular opinion has moved toward more acceptance of universal background checks and
the banning of assault rifles. A Quinnipiac Poll taken soon after the Parkland murders
indicated 67% favor banning automatic assault rifles and 97% favor universal background
checks. Polls by CNN, USA Today, and others also report strong support for these gun
restrictions. However, members of Congress, including the current Arkansas delegation,
are unmoved.
Members of Congress come before the voters only every two or six years, depending on
which House the member serves in. Businesses, however, can experience almost
instantaneous fluctuations in revenues. Several banks responded to the Parkland
shootings and the NRA response to it by ceasing to issue NRA branded credit cards. Next
came the car rental companies, led by Alamo and its companion brands, and soon followed
by Hertz, Avis and some smaller players. They all dropped discounts to NRA members.
Most dramatic was the case of Delta airlines. The airline cancelled its discount for NRA
members flying to the NRA convention. United followed suit. The Republican-dominated
Georgia legislature threatened to cancel a tax break on jet fuel potentially worth from $50
million to $80 million. Delta issued a statement, avowing support of the Second
Amendment, but standing its ground, saying that continuing the discount would show
favoritism to the NRA. Spokespersons in Virginia and New York invited Delta to move its
hub from Atlanta to their states. The legislature rescinded the tax cut and Delta still
refused to change its position. As of this writing Delta is still in Atlanta, but without the tax
exemption.
Similarly, when Trump was considering pulling out of the Paris Climate Accord, several
large businesses urged him to remain in it. These included fossil fuel giant Exxon-Mobil
and Conoco-Phillips. They argued that the agreement was good for the environment and
potentially good for business in the long run. Other companies joined in the effort, but
ultimately they failed and Trump pulled the United States out of the Accord. Subsequently,
some large corporations implemented some of its components on their own, as did some of
the larger states, such as California.
It will take a lot of work to change the state and national governments. A good first step is
changing the culture and one way to achieve that goal is through the marketplace.
Businesses realize that being on the right side of public opinion can benefit them (and the
country).
*************************
Kak·is·toc·ra·cy. : Government by the least qualified or most unprincipled citizens.

Minutes of the February 26, 2018
General Meeting:

to sign up to furnish homemade desserts
for the affair.

President Richard Bland, called the
meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. He began
the meeting by welcoming new members
and visitors.

•Grimsley Graham announced that
Democrats now have a candidate for
every state representative race in the
county [except for District 91]. Jané
Huffman-Gilreath announced that she will
sign papers tomorrow to run in the 94th
District

Suzanne Jessup led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Suzanne Miltich introduced the program
for the day. She introduced Gladys
Tiffany, President of the Omni Center for
Peace, Justice, and Ecology, who made
introductory remarks about conducting
constructive dialogue with those with
opposing views. Gladys then introduced
Patrick Kinnemon of the Citizens Climate
Lobby, who talked about the theory and
practice of conversing with conservatives.
Patrick referred to and recommended the
book The Righteous Mind by Jonathan
Haidt. Both Tiffany and Kinnemon
recommended for further reading The
Like Switch by Jack Schaeffer and How to
Win Friends and Influence People by Dale
Carnegie.

•Thurman Metcalf reminded members
that the Benton County Democratic Party
meets on the second Monday of every
month at 6:30 in the Guess Who
community room.

The minutes and treasurer’s reports for
the January meeting were approved as
submitted.

•There is currently no Corresponding
Secretary, so requests for cards should be
made to Richard.

Announcements: Richard announced a
series of upcoming events.

The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. The
next regularly scheduled meeting is
Monday, March 26, at the Golden Corral
on Pleasant Grove Road.

•Bean Dinner: Diana Kolman reported
that to date, sponsorships for the
upcoming Bean Dinner fundraiser total
$1550.00. The dinner will be March 16 at
Janie Darr Elementary School. Tickets are
$15. John Brummett is the featured
speaker. Tickets are now on sale, and
members are encouraged to take tickets
to sell. Sponsorships are also still for sale.
Diana passed around a sheet for members

•Membership chair Gaye Bland reminded
everyone to pay dues for the current year.
Also, if members want name badges with
the new logo, they should tell Gaye.
•Richard reminded members the state of
Arkansas allows a $50 individual tax
credit, or $100 for a couple, for donations
to candidates running for state offices. If
the contribution is made prior to April 15,
it can be claimed on the 2017 tax return.

Diana Kolman, Secretary
***************************
Average family income has gone up about
15% since the early 1990s, while costs for
private and public four-year colleges have
soared by around 50% and 65%
respectively.

February Treasurer’s Summary
Beginning Balance

$7,010.28

Income:

$400.00
$97.00
$1,775.00
$1.00
$2,273.00

Dues
Blue Bowls
Bean Dinner
Misc.
Total

Expenses: Publicity
Misc.
Total
Ending Balance

$59.97
$1.41
$61.38
$9,221.90

David Cauldwell, Treasurer
************************

Awesome Women’s
Accomplishments
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE

1869 The National Woman’s Suffrage
Association (NWSA) started, which works
to achieve the vote through a
Constitutional amendment.
1869 The American Woman’s Suffrage
Association (AWSA) was formed to work
for woman’s suffrage through amending
individual state’s constitutions.
1872 Susan B. Anthony cast a
presidential election ballot and was
arrested and brought to trial in Rochester,
NY.
1887 The first vote on woman’s suffrage
was defeated in the Senate.
1912 Woman’s Suffrage was supported
for the first time at the national level by a
major political party – Theodore
Roosevelt’s Bull Moose Party.

Since March is Women’s History Month,
let’s look at the history of the women’s
suffrage movement in America as found
in the National Women’s History Museum
webite.

1913 Alice Paul and Lucy Burns
organized the Congressional Union – later
renamed the national Women’s Part – and
adopted radical strategies from the
British Women’s Social and Political
Union (WSPU).

1848 Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote “The
Declaration of Sentiments” and presented
at the Seneca Falls, NY Women’s Rights
Convention.

1916 Jeanette Rankin of Montana
became the first woman elected to the
House of Representatives.

1851 Sojourner Truth, a former slave,
delivered her memorable “Ain’t I a
woman?” speech.

1917 National Woman’s Party picketers
were arrested in front of the White House
and sentenced to jail.

1866 Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan
B. Anthony form the American Equal
Rights Association, advocating for adult
suffrage without regard to gender or race.
1868 Senator S. C. Pomeroy of Kansas
introduced the federal woman’s suffrage
amendment in Congress.

1919 The Senate passed the 19th
Amendment, beginning the ratification
process.
August 26, 1920 Three quarters of the
state legislatures ratified the 19th
Amendment and women finally win full
voting rights.

Meet Democratic Candidates:
Celeste Williams for District 95
North central Benton Co, Pea Ridge, and
East Bella Vista

As a nurse practitioner, I’ve dedicated my
life to reducing suffering through
compassionate care and service. I believe
my children, my foster children, and all of
us should have: healthcare, quality public
education, and good paying jobs.
Healthy, educated, wellcompensated Arkansans drive our
economy. That’s why our state must
maintain the Medicaid
expansion/Arkansas Works which
ensures every Arkansan has access to
healthcare. I dream of a day Arkansas is a
national leader in education. We get there
by investing in our teachers and public
schools that are the backbone of our
democracy. Northwest Arkansas is the

home of business leaders but we must
also have the ability to recruit the best
people for the best jobs and all jobs must
pay a living wage.
My training as a healthcare
provider taught me to first hear the story
and collect information, diagnose the
problem, and then create a plan for a
solution. I will use this same approach to
address concerns and search for a
diagnosis and solutions as your state
representative. I will commit to common
decency and pledge to serve with honesty
and integrity, to do what is right and just,
fighting for healthcare, education and
good paying jobs for all.

***********************************
In Arkansas the Ozarks rise, not mountains but a succession of low ridges, a series of
elevations, a sea of long, lumpy hills; no single feature is apparent, there are no peaks, but
the whole of it − the broad shifting vista of elongated hills, like thickly forested mesas −
the panorama, is dramatic. And it is especially moving because even today it seems
unpeopled, the isolated communities hidden in the hollows and behind the slopes, some of
which are bunchy with old-growth trees.
Paul Theroux
Smithsonian, December 2014

2018 Benton County Dems Officers &Committee Chairs
Position

Name

E-mail

Home #

President

Richard Bland

rabland@cox.net

631-9818

Vice-President

Suzanne Miltich

suzanne@dhsc.com

925-6275

Treasurer

David Cauldwell

dcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

Recording Secretary

Diana Kolman

dkolman@cox.net

903-3532

Past President

Eunice Van Tuyl

etuyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Membership Chair

Gaye Bland

GKBland@cox.net

631-9818

Social Media Chair

Joel Ewing

jcewing.bcdems@cox.net

268-4231

Social Media

Lauren Galle

BCDemsLauren@gmail.com

855-4348

Newsletter Chair

Eunice Van Tuyl

etuyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Corresponding Secretary

Jerri Cooper

jerricooper@aol.com

640-1343

Reservations Chair

Betty Cauldwell

bcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

