Benton County Dems’ World

April, 2018 – Eunice Van Tuyl, Editor

APRIL 23rd MEETING
12:00: Speaker and Business
Lunch before, during or after
Golden Corral in Rogers
2605 W. Pleasant Grove Crossing

Inter-generational Communication:
Seriously?
You would think that by now we’d all just be
able to get along. But that doesn’t seem to be
the case. Older generations and younger
generations seem to be in a perpetual
communications gap. We do not think alike,
we do not view work the same, and when we
come together we continue to leave each
other baffled – at best; at worst – disrespected.
What’s causing all this thrashing about? Might
it be that each generation really is different?
Let’s get together and explore the theories
that suggest there are reasons why we are
different and develop some strategies for
communicating and working together.
Judith Tavano, SHRM-SCP, SPHR, founder of
TRAINIQUE, LLC and long-time educator at
the University of Arkansas, has been studying
the generations in the workplace for the past
two decades. She has watched the Millennials
rise up and the Boomers begin to move on.
She has cautioned employers to not overlook
their Gen Xers who are now, themselves, past
their mid-lives and mid-careers, and she is
watching with awe as the Post Millennials
find their voice and enter the workplace.

Judith calls herself a generational anthropologist; someone who studies the people
who make up the generations.
Judith is a graduate of Simmons College in
Boston and the daughter of two extraordinary
members of the Greatest Generation.

Tues., Apr. 17
11:30 – 1:00
Western Sizzlin’

NWA Senior
Democrats’ Luncheon

Wed., Apr. 18: 9:30 AM

BC Dems’ Board Mtg.

Sun., Apr. 22: 3:00
4074 SW H St.
Bentonville

Ozark Indivisible Mtg.

Mon., Apr. 23
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral

BC Dems’ Luncheon

Mon., Apr. 23

Deadline to register to
vote in the primaries.

Mon., May 7

Early voting begins.

Mon., May. 7: 6:30 PM
Guess Who?

Democratic Party of
Benton Co. Mtg.

Tues., May. 15
11:30- 1:00
Western Sizzlin’

NWA Senior
Democrats’ Luncheon

Wed., May. 16: 9:30 AM

BC Dems’ Board Mtg.

Mon., May. 21
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral

BC Dems’ Luncheon

Tues., May 22

Primaries – Vote at any
precinct.

President's Message

Richard A. Bland

Hamiltonian Wisdom or Hawley-Smoot Folly?
When did tariffs become such a big deal? They are simply taxes on imports, but all of a
sudden we see stock market swings in the hundreds of points and stern statements coming
from trading partners around the world, friendly and unfriendly alike. Is this normal?
Not for the past 80 years, it hasn't been. But for most of American history, the tariff was a
major political issue, one of the main distinctions between the major parties. Tariff was an
issue at the Constitutional Convention of 1787, where a compromise was worked out which
allowed duties on imports but not on exports.
Alexander Hamilton, Washington's Secretary of the Treasury, proposed selective tariffs
high enough to protect America's infant industries. His opposition, led by Thomas
Jefferson, sought to limit the tariff to a level that would maximize revenue by increasing
volume. In general, Hamilton's view was favored by regions with industry, or potential for
industry, while Jefferson's was favored by regions with agricultural economies. The first
two political parties, Federalists (Hamilton) and Republicans (Jefferson), adopted these
positions.
For the next 40 years a balance ensued, with only modest increases in the tariff, mostly
reflecting the gradual shift in emphasis from commercial to industrial activity in the more
urban parts of the country. The calm ended abruptly during the first year of the Jackson
Administration, 1829, in the wake of the passage of the Tariff of 1828, or the so-called
Tariff of Abominations. It was followed by a somewhat lower, but still high, Tariff of 1832.
Surprised that Tennessee planter and Democrat Andrew Jackson vigorously enforced the
tariff, South Carolina "nullified" the act, prohibited collection of it within the state's
borders, and vowed to secede from the Union if the Federal Government persisted in
attempting enforcement. Jackson, in what was probably his finest hour as President,
asked for and received a Force Act from Congress and ordered the Army to the South
Carolina border. Meanwhile, Henry Clay, leader of the opposition Whig Party, which
wanted higher tariffs to protect domestic industry and raise more revenue to use for
"internal improvements," the nineteenth century term for infrastructure, sought
compromise in Congress. The resulting Tariff of 1833, which gradually lowered some
duties, was accepted by South Carolina, well-chastened by Jackson's decisive action.
The tariff continued to be a source of friction. The Walker tariff of 1846 lowered rates,
which were again raised during the Civil War, when the South was not represented in
Congress. It stayed high throughout the Gilded Age. High tariffs culminated with the
Hawley-Smoot Tariff of 1929, designed to combat a depression that actually became worse.
Trading partners retaliated and global trade slumped.
With the coming of the New Deal, reciprocity was used to lower tariffs, and most
economists since have advocated for free trade, as have politicians of both parties.
Globalization has made the free flow of goods and services even more important.

As with Hawley-Smoot, we have already seen retaliation to America's levying higher taxes
on certain goods from certain countries. A trade war would possibly undermine the entire
world economy with so much trade flowing among the continents of North America, South
America, Europe, and Asia. Prices for consumers would no doubt increase. Some specific
sectors in each economy would probably benefit, at least in the short term, but the overall
effect will be negative.
Before you dismiss the new tariff policy as drab academic economic theory of concern
mostly to day traders of stocks, remember that misguided tariff policy came close to
causing civil war in the 1830s and exacerbated the depression in the 1930's. What will it
do in the 2010's and beyond?
*************************

BENTON COUNTY DEMS
March 26, 2018 General Meeting
Golden Corral, Rogers, AR
President Richard Bland, called the meeting
to order at 12:00 p.m. He began the meeting
by welcoming new members and visitors.
Two local candidates, Jené Huffman-Gilreath
and Rey Hernandez, introduced themselves.
Huffman-Gilreath is running for District 94
representative, while Hernandez is running
for County Assessor.
Mary Ann Boyer led the group in the Pledge
of Allegiance.
Suzanne Miltich introduced the program
speaker, Joyce Hale, a community activist
representing the League of Women Voters of
Washington County. Joyce‘s talk focused on
voter suppression and “The Health of
Arkansas’ Democracy.” She summarized that
Arkansas ranked 29 of 51 in the health of
state democracies.
The minutes and treasurer’s reports for
February were approved as submitted.
Announcements:

•Bean Dinner: Richard thanked all who had
supplied desserts for the recent Bean Dinner.
Betty Cauldwell reported that the attendance
at the dinner was approximately 200.
Sponsorships totaled $2300.00. The total
income from the event is not yet determined,
but it will be somewhere between $3000.00$3500.00. Betty also thanked those who
provided desserts.
•Membership: Gaye Bland reminded those
present to sign in and to tell her if name
badges are needed.
•Richard told those present that a long time
member, Rusty Mastricola, recently suffered a
serious stroke and is how in a rehab facility in
Bella Vista.
•There is currently no Corresponding
Secretary, so requests for cards should be
made to Richard.
•The May meeting will be moved to the 3rd
Monday due to the Memorial Day Holiday.
The meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m. The next
regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, April
23, at Golden Corral on Pleasant Grove Road.

Diana Kolman, Secretary

March Treasurer’s Summary
Beginning Balance

$9,221.90

Income:

$410.00
$324.00
$2,735.00
$35.00
$3,729.00

Dues
Blue Bowls
Bean Dinner
Misc.
Total

Expenses: Bean Dinner
$1,555.89
Newsletter
$103.22
Democrats Rock
$75.00
Technology
$99.00
Misc. (CC charges)
$2.81
Total
$1,835.92
Ending Balance

Bean Dinner:
Revenue
Expenses

$4,932.00
$1,575.89

Net profit

$3,356.11

$11,114.98

David Cauldwell, Treasurer

************************

Awesome Women’s Accomplishments

National Women’s History Museum

Historically, women were not allowed to leave home without the consent or presence of a
male family member. Women were expected to stay home to cook, clean, and take care of
the children. Despite this expectation, numerous adventurous women left home in search
of adventure in the great outdoors. Many of these women are forgotten to history, but it is
because of them that women today can go out and experience the world on their own. Here
are just a few women who exceeded expectations and made a name for themselves by
doing the extraordinary.

1804-1806: When she was only about 18 years old, Sacagawea
accompanied Lewis, Clark and the Corps of Discovery on their
expedition West. She was a strong and intelligent young woman. With a
newborn baby strapped on her back, she led explorers across the
country helping find mountain passes and ensure peace with other
Native American tribes along the way. She made trades and deals for
supplies, found edible plants for food, and served as translator and
interpreter. The journals of her expedition give her credit, and some believe that the
expedition would not have succeeded without the guidance of Sacagawea.
1894-1895: Annie Cohen Kopchovsky, known as Annie Lounsberry, started her bicycle
journey around the world on June 25, 1894. In what started as a bet, she finished her
adventure in 15 months, earning $5,000 along the way by selling photos of herself and
renting space on her body and bicycle to advertisers. Her trip challenged the stereotype of
the 19 -century woman.
th

By taking off on her own and leaving her husband and children behind, she proved that
women were capable of athleticism, traveling, and raising money, all without the assistance
of a male presence. Her ride has inspired thousands of other women to take to the road on
two wheels.
1896: Helga and Clara Estby left their home in Spokane, Washington on
May 5, 1896 in an attempt to walk across the country. They were on the
verge of bankruptcy and their farm was about to be taken away. A $10,000
reward was promised upon their completion of the walk. They arrived in
New York in December 1896 but never received their reward.
They showed the world that women were capable of travel. Leaving home
with only $10, a revolver, and some mace, the women were able to make
money for living expenses along the way and successfully fended off
attackers on multiple occasions. The Esbys showed America the lengths to which a woman
would go to provide for her family.
August 6, 1926: Gertrude Ederle was the first woman to swim across the
English Channel. She swam 35 miles in rough seas and reached England in
14 hours and 39 minutes, beating the previous record set by a man by 1
hour and 54 minutes.
Not only did she prove that women have the ability to be athletic, she
proved that women could actually beat men under equal circumstances.
Her swim showed the world that women should be taken seriously in
athletics, paving the way for thousands of female athletes to follow.
(to be continued next month)

Meet Democratic Candidates:
An ancient writer many millennia ago knew what it took to live rightly.
Treat people justly. Give mercy and live humbly. These are tenets my
parents raised me knowing. This was the measuring stick to living well
with my fellow people.
I was a Republican for many years and very active in the party. I
reached a turning point after marrying a man with three daughters, my
sister becoming disabled, and the political climate growing more and
more contentious. I could no longer reconcile what the political
philosophy was espousing and what I knew about living a good life towards other people as
in: feed the hungry, give water to the thirsty, clothe the naked, welcome the foreigner, visit
the imprisoned, care for the widowed and orphaned…basically give dignity and respect to
humanity while answering the need.

This cognizant change of attitude, rectification of what I believed to be the way to treat my
fellow human and how they were actually being treated, is what propelled me to this point.
Those most vulnerable must be represented while also proactively looking at the needs of
the future. It is imperative that our legislative representation be able to look at the current
and future needs of this area. I am running to represent the people of District 94 and to
fight for better education, infrastructure and continued economic development.
Written by Jené Huffman-Gilreath
Candidate for Arkansas House District 94

2018 Benton County Dems Officers & Committee Chairs
Position

Name

E-mail

Home #

President

Richard Bland

rabland@cox.net

631-9818

Vice-President

Suzanne Miltich

suzanne@dhsc.com

925-6275

Treasurer

David Cauldwell

dcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

Recording Secretary

Diana Kolman

dkolman@cox.net

903-3532

Past President

Eunice Van Tuyl

etyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Membership Chair

Gaye Bland

GKBland@cox.net

631-9818

Social Media Chair

Joel Ewing

jcewing.bcdems@cox.net

268-4231

Social Media

Lauren Galle

BCDemsLauren@gmail.com

855-4348

Newsletter Chair

Eunice Van Tuyl

etuyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Publicity Chair

Jerri Cooper

jerricooper@aol.com

640-1343

Corresponding Secretary

JoAnn Skillett

jskillett@sbcglobal.net

876-6841

Reservations Chair

Betty Cauldwell

bcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

