Benton County Democrats’ World
June, 2018 – Eunice Van Tuyl, Editor
JUNE 25th MEETING
12:00: Speaker and Business
Lunch before, during or after
Golden Corral in Rogers
2605 W. Pleasant Grove Crossing
Kelly Scott Unger is a
wife, mom, and attorney
from Siloam Springs
who is running for
Representative for State
District 87, which covers Siloam Springs,
Tontitown and Elm Springs. She works at
Simmons Pet Food in Siloam Springs where
she manages government relationships and
trade affairs. The issues that she is passionate
about are prioritizing our public education
system, creating affordable access to healthcare for all Arkansans, and reforming our
criminal justice system to utilize taxpayer
dollars efficiently. (See additional
information on page 7.)
Chris Burch is a candidate
House District 92, covering
western Bella Vista, Hiwasse,
and Gravette. He served six
years in the Air Force and is
currently a member of the
Air National Guard. Chris
recently graduated from The
U of A Law School while working at a title
company and the Washington County
Prosecutors Office. He has two children, 6
and 4, who helped motivate him to run. He
wants to set an example as a respectful public
servant. Chris wants to improve the quality
of education here as well as implementing
policies that benefit the lower and middle
classes and revamping drug court programs.
(See additional information about Chris in
our February newsletter.)

Tues., June 19
6:30 -8:30 PM
308 SW 7th B’ville

Gayatri Agnew
Fundraiser

Wed., June 20: 9:30 AM
Rogers Library

BC Democrats’ Board
Meeting

Sat., June 23: 9:30 AM
Agnew Meet and Greet
Splash Park, Lawrence Plaza
Sun., June 24: 3:00 – 5:00
1111 NW Bella Vista Rd.
Bentonville

Agnew Cookout Meet
and Greet

Sun., June 24: 2:00 – 5:00
4105 W. Olive St
Rogers

Garden Party
Fundraiser for
Jene’ Huffman-Gilreath

Sun., June 24: 4:00 – 7:00
Tanyard Creek Pavilion

Chris Burch
Grills, Games and Dems

Mon., June 25:
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral

BC Democrats’
Luncheon

Mon., July 10: 6:30 PM
Guess Who? - B’ville

Democratic Party of
Benton Co.

Tues., July 11
11:30 – 1:00
Western Sizzlin’

NWA Senior
Democrats’ Luncheon

Wed., July 18: 9:30 AM
Rogers Library

BC Democrats’
Board Meeting

Mon., July 23
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral

BC Democrats’
Luncheon

President's Message

Richard A. Bland

During a May 22 dental visit, I was assigned to an outgoing young hygienist who
seemed to be reasonably informed and welcoming of conversation. Near the end of the visit,
I asked her if she planned to vote after work, or if she had perhaps already taken advantage
of early voting. "Are we voting for something today?" was her response. Without discussing
or advocating for candidates or issues, I explained the primary process to her and explained
that she could choose a Democratic ballot, a Republican ballot, or even vote as an
independent. She expressed the opinion that she should stay more informed about politics,
and said she "thought" she was registered to vote. Of her colleagues, in a small office of
perhaps six or eight hygienists, assistants, and receptionists, she believed one had indicated
that she might vote. The staff are all female, are a mix of Hispanics and Anglos, and are
mostly in their twenties and thirties.
This lack of interest reflects the turnout statistics for Benton and Washington
Counties in primary elections—well less than twenty percent of eligible voters. This is less
in most non-presidential years, when a little larger percentage make it to the polls. But even
the presidential vote in the general election is usually only about sixty percent and often less.
This raises a couple of questions. The first is what can we do to change this? And second,
what does the low turnout mean to the individual candidate in a legislative or other fairly
low profile contest?
In regard to the first question, it seems essential that we do DO something to increase
turnout. Historically, a higher turnout usually helps Democrats. In the current political
atmosphere, most voters seem to have their minds set, and persuading Republicans to
switch over seem more than challenging. Perhaps raising awareness, such as my low-key
conversation with my hygienist, might help a little, if we all did some of it.
Another idea, which I first heard from County Assessor candidate Rey Hernandez, is
to invite potential voters to a breakfast on the first day of early voting, and to proceed from
that event to the polling place as a group. This might make the new voters more comfortable
and make them feel more engaged and committed.
In the weeks between now and Election Day, we must find and implement ways to
approach and engage new voters. If any reader has any other ideas, please submit them to
the newsletter editor so that they might be shared with the group.
The second question, which is about the impact of low turnout on the individual race,
can be seen in a more optimistic light. The efforts of each and every one of us can make a
measurable difference. A spectacular example of this was the Republican primary for
legislative district 90. Della Rosa won by four votes. Those four might have come from
Democrats who crossed over, or from Republicans themselves. In any case, if Underwood
had persuaded only five more people to vote for him, he would have won.
Looking to the general election, if we can get just a few hundred more voters in the
legislative races, it will mean victory. Using district 94 as an example, as we have had a
candidate there in 2014 and 2016 and one again this year, less than 800 votes would have
changed the result in 2016. Republican turnout may be even less this time, since 2018 is not
a presidential year. In 2014, Graham received 4136 votes to Petty's 4926, giving her victory
with a 790 vote difference. The district, like all the Arkansas House of Representatives
districts, has a total population of about 100,000. The potential to find 790 votes in a pool
that large seems within the realm of the possible, even allowing for the sizeable number in
the total population who are underage or disqualified for some other reason.

We must take election seriously. We must find additional voters who agree with us
on issues. We must get these potential voters to early voting places or to the polling
places on election day. Winning is not impossible, but will require effort, persistence,
and innovative thinking.
*************************
BENTON COUNTY DEMOCRATS
May 21, 2018 General Meeting
Golden Corral, Rogers, AR

on the state’s economic future and on
health care.

President Richard Bland, called the
meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. He began
the meeting by welcoming new members
and visitors.

After the speakers answered questions
from the audience, Richard opened the
business meeting. The minutes and
treasurer’s reports for April were
approved as submitted.

Candidates Jené Huffman-Gilreath and Rey
Hernandez, introduced themselves.
Huffman-Gilreath is running for District 94
representative, while Hernandez is
running for County Assessor. Courtney
Goodson, candidate for a seat on the
Arkansas Supreme Court, also addressed
the meeting.

Richard announced that he is seeking
volunteers for the nominating committee.
The committee will report in October, and
officers will be elected in November.
Suzanne Jessup volunteered to serve.
Richard said two more are needed for the
committee and that he will begin
contacting people to serve.

Mary Ann Boyer led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Announcements:

Suzanne Miltich introduced the first
speaker, Celeste Williams, who is a
candidate for the Arkansas House District
95 position. Celeste described herself as a
nurse practitioner, a wife, and a mom who
is interested in seeing that all children in
the state have equal opportunity for
education and health care. She also said if
elected, pre-K education will be one of her
focuses. She said she would make an
effort to reach across party lines to do
what is best for all Arkansans.
The second speaker was Christie Craig, a
candidate for the District 96 seat. Christie
said she also is concerned with
educational opportunities, pre-K through
college, in our state. She is also focusing

•Democratic Party of Benton County:
Thurman Metcalf reminded everyone that
this group meets regularly on the second
Monday of every month at 6:30 in the
Guess Who Community Room. He also
said he will most a garden party June 24
from 2:00-5:00 at his home The Gardens,
4105 W. Olive. He is requesting hosts and
sponsors for this event which will benefit
Jené Huffman-Gilreath, candidate for
District 94.
•Movie Fundraiser: Bill Beck said that he
has tentatively arranged for a movie
fundraiser July 28. The movie is Leave No
Trace. More information will be
forthcoming.

•Contributions to candidates:
Contributions totaling $7975.00 will be
distributed as follows:
-$2250 to Senate candidates
-$750 to House candidates
(except District 87, which will receive
$375)
-$75 to JP candidates
-$400 to County Assessor
candidates

•Corresponding Secretary: Requests for
cards should be submitted to Jo Ann Skillet
.

Richard said there is a small reserve left
which may be distributed at the end of the
campaigns.

Diana Kolman, Secretary

**************

•Primary: The primary is tomorrow, May
22. Richard urged those who haven’t yet
voted to vote.
•The next meeting is June 25, at the
Golden Corral in Rogers.

************

May Treasurer’s Summary

David Cauldwell, Treasurer

Beginning Balance

Expenses:

Income:

Blue Bowls
Total

$11,120.17
$86.00
$86.00

Contributions to Candidates
$7,975.00
Total
$7,975.00

Ending Balance

$3,231.17

************************

You might be a Progressive if...
You believe in the dignity of all.
 This means you recognize that not everyone has had the same talents, advantages, or life
challenges; therefore society (and, yes, government) should be set up so that everyone has an
equal chance to maximize his or her potential.
 This means that rule under the economic aristocracy of the richest 1% is intolerable.
 This means that diversity is a good thing. Intelligence and other talents are too scarce to
waste by discriminating against people of talent and intelligence because of their gender, race,
color, religion, country of origin, or sexual orientation.
 This means that real democracy promotes fairness for all.
 This means that meanness begets meanness, which in turn prevents progress and makes everyone
miserable.
You believe that science is legitimate and that climate change is real and at that
human activity is playing a part in its acceleration.
 This means that you accept the responsibility to prevent our planet from becoming uninhabitable
regardless of the cause.
 This means that you support clean, renewable energy over old-fashioned fossil fuel pollution.














This means that even if you aren’t really sure, you’re willing to error on the side of caution and
work toward a cleaner environment.
You believe what Paul Wellstone said about all of us doing better when all of us do
better.
This means that economic fairness means everyone should be paid a living wage and have earned
paid sick leave. After all, when people go to work ill, they can infect others plus they are not
highly productive.
This means that if most people don’t earn enough to buy goods and services, the wealthy can’t
meet their income potential.
This means that we’re all in this together and therefore need to work together to succeed.
You believe that peace is better than war.
This means that diplomacy is stronger than military action and needs to be pursued first, last, and
always.
This means that with diplomacy, we have more say in the outcome.
You believe that reversing the accomplishments of the past hurts our future.
This means that denying civil rights to those who are somehow “different,” removing
environmental protections, declaring open warfare on labor rights, public education, public
employees, and tax responsibility can only make us weaker and ideologically smaller as a nation.
This means that income disparity hurts our economy and the general welfare.
You believe that government can and should make the lives of its citizens better.
This means that a government should not privatize its basic functions such as prisons, military,
highways.

In short, you might be a Progressive if you agree with some of the above and have a positive
attitude for the future despite current setbacks.
Valerie Conner (a friend of mine from MN)
Common Sense II

********************************

National Women’s History Museum

In 1932, Jonesboro resident Hattie Ophelia Wyatt Caraway became the first woman
elected to the US Senate. She was the first woman to preside over the Senate and the
first woman to chair a committee. After her first term, she won re-election against
Congressman John L. McClellan, whose campaign slogan was, “We need another man in
the Senate.” She served until 1944.
***************************
MEET OUR CANDIDATES:
Hello! I am a wife, mom, and attorney from Siloam
Springs. I love living here and treasure this
community. My passion for all that Arkansas is
why I am so excited to run for state representative.
I want to prioritize our public education system,
create affordable access to healthcare for all
Arkansans, and reform our criminal justice system
to utilize taxpayer dollars efficiently while
enabling all those interacting with the system to
put their best foot forward.
While attending the University of Arkansas (#WPS), I studied how legislative policy
impacted Arkansas agriculture. Agriculture is an important industry to our state and has a
huge impact on all of us. After graduation, I went to law school because I was passionate
about serving Arkansas. My passion and desire to serve my community led me to become a
prosecutor for Washington County. I handled all types of criminal cases inspiring me to
look deep within our criminal justice system and assess where we can improve.
An opportunity to enhance my multi-stakeholder skills, something so important for state
legislation, led me to work for The Sustainability Consortium at the University of Arkansas.
While at The Consortium, I worked closely with universities, corporations, government
entities, and nonprofits to create more sustainable products in our marketplace. I was
proud to see this work happening in my home state and proud to be a part of it. Currently, I
work for Simmons Pet Food in Siloam Springs where I manage government relationships
and trade affairs, both within the US and outside of the US.
I am married to John W Unger III, middle school principal, senior high basketball coach and
athletic director of Decatur School District. I am so proud of his dedication to his students
and his school. My two daughters are my world. My oldest, Rose, is a kindergartner at
Siloam Springs Northside Elementary. Lena Joan is three and eagerly awaiting her turn for
kindergarten. Education has always been important to me, but becoming a mom made me
realize just how important it is that we prioritize education in Arkansas.
Kelly Scott Unger
Candidate for Arkansas House of Representatives
District 87 - Siloam Springs - Tontitown - Elm Springs
kellyscottunger.com
Donate Here

2018 Benton County Democrats' Officers & Committee Chairs
Position

Name

E-mail

Home #

President

Richard Bland

rabland@cox.net

631-9818

Vice-President

Suzanne Miltich

suzanne@dhsc.com

925-6275

Treasurer

David Cauldwell

dcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

Recording Secretary

Diana Kolman

dkolman@cox.net

903-3532

Past President

Eunice Van Tuyl

etyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Membership Chair

Gaye Bland

GKBland@cox.net

631-9818

Social Media Chair

Joel Ewing

jcewing.bcdems@cox.net

268-4231

Social Media

Lauren Galle

BCDemsLauren@gmail.com

855-4348

Newsletter Chair

Eunice Van Tuyl

etuyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Publicity Chair

Jerri Cooper

jerricooper@aol.com

640-1343

Corresponding Secretary

JoAnn Skillett

jskillett@sbcglobal.net

876-6841

Reservations Chair

Betty Cauldwell

bcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

