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Benton County Dems’ World
There will be no meeting this month since it would fall on Christmas Eve day.
President's Message
I have very much enjoyed being President of this organization these two years. You are a wonderful group to work
with. My job was made easy by the exceptionally hard-working leadership team, characterized by a willingness
and ability to work together to get things done. My heartfelt thanks to each and every one of these fine
Democrats, both the other elected officers and the appointed committee chairs.
Among the elected officers, my successor will be my predecessor, Eunice Van Tuyl. Eunice, who has been serving
on the Executive Board as immediate past president, has also edited the newsletter this year. Julia Bailey will
succeed Suzanne Miltich as Vice President, while Secretary Diana Kolman and Treasurer David Cauldwell will
continue in their current offices. David Bernstein has volunteered to assume responsibility for the newsletter after
the first of the year. I leave discussion of other appointive positions to the new president.
Following our usual practice, we will not meet in December. In January we will meet on the 28th, and Dr. Stephen
A. Smith of the University of Arkansas will analyze the 2018 election for us.
Last year's Bean Dinner was such a success that we are planning to continue this tradition. A date in late March or
sometime in April will be selected depending on speaker and space availabilities. At this time, we expect Clarke
Tucker, who ran a strong race for Congress in Arkansas's Second District against incumbent French Hill, to be the
speaker. He is widely considered to be one of the rising young stars in Arkansas Democratic politics and will bring
some sparkle to our event.
Next year will be a great adventure. Enjoy your holidays and have a productive and rewarding 2019.
Goodbye.
Richard A. Bland

The BC Dems Executive Board on behalf of the entire membership wishes to
extend their great appreciation to Dr. Bland for his leadership, serving as our
President for the last two years.
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Looking for a last-minute gift? These are some non-fiction books that have been receiving a
great deal of attention this year. They follow in no particular order, and, with no personal
recommendations since Jim and I have only read Fear and The Soul of America.
The one I would love to have you read, of course, is Eunice…. (LOL!) I discovered this book at
the JFK Museum in Hyannis this fall right after it was released. I knew all about her starting the
Special Olympics, but what I did not know was that she played a major role in traveling and
campaigning with JFK right from the very beginning of his career since Jackie preferred to stay
at home. With insight into this whole family, it should be a fascinating read.
Eunice Van Tuyl, editor
Becoming by Michelle Obama. In her memoir, a work of deep reflection and
mesmerizing storytelling, Michelle Obama invites readers into her world,
chronicling the experiences that have shaped her—from her childhood on the
South Side of Chicago to her years as an executive balancing the demands of
motherhood and work, to her time spent at the world’s most famous address.
With unerring honesty and lively wit, she describes her triumphs and her
disappointments, both public and private, telling her full story as she has lived
it—in her own words and on her own terms. Warm, wise, and
revelatory, Becoming is the deeply personal reckoning of a woman of soul and
substance who has steadily defied expectations—and whose story inspires us
to do the same.
The World As It Is by Ben Rhodes. From one of Barack Obama’s most
trusted aides comes a revelatory behind-the-scenes account of his
presidency—and how idealism can confront harsh reality and still survive.
“The closest view of Obama we’re likely to get until he publishes his own
memoir.”—George Packer, The New Yorker
For nearly ten years, Ben Rhodes saw almost everything that happened at the
center of the Obama administration—first as a speechwriter, then as deputy
national security advisor, and finally as a multipurpose aide and close
collaborator. He started every morning in the Oval Office with the President’s Daily Briefing,
traveled the world with Obama, and was at the center of some of the most consequential and
controversial moments of the presidency. Now he tells the full story of his partnership—and,
ultimately, friendship—with a man who also happened to be a historic president of the United
States.

Eunice: The Kennedy Who Changed the World. Pulitzer Prize–winning
journalist Eileen McNamara examines the life and times of Eunice Kennedy
Shriver, arguing she left behind the Kennedy family’s most profound political
legacy.
While Joe Kennedy was grooming his sons for the White House and the
Senate, his Stanford-educated daughter Eunice was tapping her father’s
fortune and her brothers’ political power to engineer one of the great civil rights
movements of our time on behalf of millions of children and adults with
intellectual disabilities.
Fascism: A Warning by Madeleine Albright is a book for our times that is
relevant to all times. Written by someone who has not only studied history but
helped to shape it, this call to arms teaches us the lessons we must
understand and the questions we must answer if we are to save ourselves
from repeating the tragic errors of the past.

The Soul of America by Pulitzer Prize–winning author Jon Meacham helps us
understand the present moment in American politics and life by looking back at
critical times in our history when hope overcame division and fear.
While the American story has not always—or even often—been heroic, we have
been sustained by a belief in progress even in the gloomiest of times. In this
inspiring book, Meacham reassures us, “The good news is that we have come
through such darkness before”—as, time and again, Lincoln’s better angels have
found a way to prevail.

A Higher Loyalty: Truth, Lies, and Leadership by James Comey, the
former Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
Comey shares his never-before-told experiences from some of the higheststakes situations of his career in the past two decades of American
government, exploring what good, ethical leadership looks like, and how it
drives sound decisions. His journey provides an unprecedented entry into the
corridors of power, and a remarkable lesson in what makes an effective
leader. Soon to be a CBS miniseries.
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The Fifth Risk by Michael Lewis the best-selling author of The Undoing
Project, Liar's Poker, Flash Boys, Moneyball, The Blind Side, Home Game
and The Big Short,
What are the consequences if the people given control over our government
have no idea how it works?
"The election happened," remembers Elizabeth Sherwood-Randall, then
deputy secretary of the Department of Energy. "And then there was radio
silence." Across all departments, similar stories were playing out: Trump
appointees were few and far between; those that did show up were
shockingly uninformed about the functions of their new workplace. Some
even threw away the briefing books that had been prepared for them.
What Happened by Hillary Rodham Clinton. In this “candid and blackly
funny” (The New York Times) memoir, Hillary Rodham Clinton reveals what
she was thinking and feeling during one of the most controversial and
unpredictable presidential elections in history. She takes us inside the intense
personal experience of becoming the first woman nominated for president by
a major party in an election marked by rage, sexism, exhilarating highs and
infuriating lows, stranger-than-fiction twists, Russian interference, and an
opponent who broke all the rules.

The Plot to Destroy Democracy by Malcolm Nance. New York
Times and USA Today bestselling author provides a provocative,
comprehensive analysis of Vladimir Putin and Russia's master plan to destroy
democracy in the age of Donald Trump, with a foreword by Rob Reiner.

Everything Trump Touches Dies by Rick Wilson. Rick spent 30 years as a
Republican ad-makers, political strategist and campaign consultant helping
elect conservatives across America.
Wilson unblinkingly dismantles Trump’s deceptions and the illusions to which
his supporters cling, shedding light on the guilty parties who empower and
enable Trump in Washington and the news media.
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It’s Even Worse Than You Think What the Trump Administration Is
Doing to America by David Cay Johnson. No journalist knows Donald
Trump better than David Cay Johnston, who has been following him since
1988. goes inside the administration to show how the federal agencies
that touch the lives of all Americans are being undermined. Johnston
shines a light on the political termites who have infested our government
under the Trump Administration, destroying it from within and
compromising our jobs, safety, finances, and more.

Fear Trump in the White House by Bob Woodward. Bob reveals in
unprecedented detail the harrowing life inside President Donald Trump’s
White House and precisely how he makes decisions on major foreign and
domestic policies. Woodward draws from hundreds of hours of interviews with
firsthand sources, meeting notes, personal diaries, files and documents. The
focus is on the explosive debates and the decision-making in the Oval Office,
the Situation Room, Air Force One and the White House residence.

The President Is Missing by Bill Clinton and James Patterson. (Fiction)

How Democracies Die by Steven
Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt are Professors
of Government at Harvard University.

The Trump White House by Ronald Kessler is the New York Times
bestselling author of 21 non-fiction books about the Trump White House,
Secret Service, FBI, and CIA.
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Minority Leader by Stacey Abrams is a personal and empowering blueprint—
from one of America’s rising Democratic stars—for outsiders who seek to
become the ones in charge Leadership is hard. Convincing others—and often
yourself—that you possess the answers and are capable of world-affecting
change requires confidence, insight, and sheer bravado. Minority
Leader is the handbook for outsiders, written with the awareness of the
experiences and challenges that hinder anyone who exists beyond the
structure of traditional white male power

The Better Angels of our Nature by Steven Pinker. “If I could give each of
you a graduation present, it would be this—the most inspiring book I've ever
read." —Bill Gates (May, 2017)
A provocative history of violence - Believe it or not, today we may be living in
the most peaceful moment in our species' existence. Steven shows that
despite the ceaseless news about war, crime, and terrorism, violence has
actually been in decline over long stretches of history.

Enlightenment Now by Steven Pinker is "My new favorite book of all time." -Bill Gates
If you think the world is ending, think again. People are living longer, healthier,
freer, and happier lives, and while our problems are formidable, the solutions
lie in the Enlightenment ideal of using reason and science.
Enlightenment Now makes the case for reason, science, and humanism: the
ideals we need to confront our problems and continue our progress.

Political Tribes by Amy Chua is insightful, provocative and deeply troubling
book is the place to begin our long overdue national discussion on how to
repair the deep divisions in the American political systems. Cha argues that
America must rediscover a national identity that transcends our political tribes
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Divided Democracy by Cass R. Sunstein. In this revealing book, New York
Times bestselling author Cass Sunstein shows how today’s Internet is driving
political fragmentation, polarization, and even extremism--and what can be
done about it. societies need most.
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White Fragility by Robin Diangelo. The New York Times best-selling book
exploring the counterproductive reactions white people have when their
assumptions about race are challenged, and how these reactions maintain
racial inequality.

The Blue and the Red from MSNBC correspondent Steve Kornacki, is a lively
and sweeping history of the birth of political tribalism in the 1990s—one that
brings critical new understanding to our current political landscape from Clinton
to Trump.

I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl Who Stood Up for Education and was Shot
by the Taliban

Facts and Fears by James R. Clapper. Clapper traces his career through the
growing threat of cyberattacks, his relationships with presidents and
Congress, and the truth about Russia's role in the presidential election. He
describes, in the wake of Snowden and WikiLeaks, his efforts to make
intelligence more transparent and to push back against the suspicion that
Americans' private lives are subject to surveillance. Finally, it was living
through Russian interference in the 2016 presidential election and seeing how
the foundations of American democracy were--and continue to be-undermined by a foreign power that led him to break with his instincts honed
through more than five decades in the intelligence profession to share his
inside experience.

Dark Money by Jane Mayer. Who are the immensely wealthy right-wing
ideologues shaping the fate of America today? From the bestselling author
of The Dark Side, an electrifying work of investigative journalism that uncovers
the agenda of this powerful group.
Why is America living in an age of profound and widening economic inequality?
Why have even modest attempts to address climate change been defeated
again and again? Why do hedge-fund billionaires pay a far lower tax rate than
middle-class workers? In a riveting and indelible feat of reporting, Jane Mayer
illuminates the history of an elite cadre of plutocrats.
Leadership by Doris Kearns Goodwin. Are leaders born or made? Where
does ambition come from? How does adversity affect the growth of
leadership? Does the leader make the times or do the times make the leader?
In Leadership, Goodwin draws upon four presidents - Abraham Lincoln,
Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, and Lyndon B. Johnson (in civil
rights)—to show how they recognized leadership qualities within themselves
and were recognized as leaders by others. By looking back to their first entries
into public life, we encounter them at a time when their paths were filled with
confusion, fear, and hope.
Brief Answers to the Big Questions by Steven Hawking. “Hawking’s
parting gift to humanity . . . a book every thinking person worried about
humanity’s future should read.”—NPR
The world-famous cosmologist and author of A Brief History of Time leaves
us with his final thoughts on the biggest questions facing humankind.
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A reminder to all that it is time to renew your membership for ‘19. Dues remain $20.00 per
person and $30 per couple, with $10 for postage if you wish to receive our newsletter by
mail. Your check, made out to BC Dems, may be sent to Benton County Dems, P.O. Box
2258, Bentonville, AR 72712-2258. If you need to update your address or e-mail, you can
download a membership form at Bcdems.org
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2018 Benton County Democrats'
Officers & Committee Chairs
Position

Name

E-mail

Home #

President

Richard Bland

rabland@cox.net

631-9818

Vice-President

Suzanne Miltich

suzanne@dhsc.com

925-6275

Treasurer

David Cauldwell

dcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

Recording Secretary

Diana Kolman

dkolman@cox.net

903-3532

Past President

Eunice Van Tuyl

etyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Membership Chair

Gaye Bland

GKBland@cox.net

631-9818

Social Media Chair

Joel Ewing

jcewing.bcdems@cox.net

268-4231

Social Media

David Bernstein

davidabernstein@gmail.com

214-724-2376

Newsletter Chair

Eunice Van Tuyl

etuyl@sbcglobal.net

855-7771

Publicity Chair

Jerri Cooper

jerricooper@aol.com

640-1343

Corresponding Secretary

JoAnn Skillett

jskillett@sbcglobal.net

876-6841

Reservations Chair

Betty Cauldwell

bcauldwl@gmail.com

721-2747

