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Notice
Benton County Dems meet Monday, February 25th, at the Golden Corral, 2506 W Pleasant Crossing
Dr. Come for lunch and conversation at 11 am. Stay for the program at 12 noon to hear
Diego Quiñones and his work with the Democratic Party of Arkansas as Director of Latinx
Engagement in Benton County and beyond.
For information, email jkbbentoncounty@gmail.com.
A reminder to all that it is time to renew your membership for ‘19. Dues remain $20.00 per person and $30
per couple, with $10 for postage if you wish to receive our newsletter by mail. Your check, made out to BC
Dems, may be sent to Benton County Dems, P.O. Box 2258, Bentonville, AR 72712-2258. If you need to
update your address or e-mail, you can download a membership form at Bcdems.org

Upcoming Events
Mon, Feb 25
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral Rogers
Sat., March 9
1:00 to 3:00
Java Dudes in Bella Vista
Mon., March 11
6:30 PM
Mimi's Cafe
Tues., March 19
1:30 PM
Western Sizzlin’
Mon., March 25
11:00 – 1:00
Golden Corral Rogers

BC Dems Luncheon – (4th Monday)

Bella Vista Dems – (2nd Saturday)
Democratic Party of Benton Co – (2nd
Monday).
NWA Senior Democrats’ Luncheon – (3rd
Tuesday)
BC Dems’ Luncheon

This Month's Speaker
Diego Quiñones
Diego Quiñones was born in Guadalajara, Jalisco in Mexico. In the fall of 1997,
Diego immigrated, with his family, to Bentonville, Arkansas. Diego was seven
years old when he arrived in the United States. He attended Bentonville public
schools and this culminated with him graduating from Bentonville High School
in 2007. After graduating high school, he enrolled at Northwest Arkansas
Community College, NWACC. Eventually, he was able to transfer to the
University of Arkansas. At the U of A Diego majored in History and double
minored in Political Science and Latin American Studies. While Diego was in
high school his Mom and Dad founded a small family business, J&D Pallets.
Diego was instrumental in the successful launch of the business. He helped to
expand J&D's pallets clientele, formulated the business model, and oversaw
administrative duties. Diego graduated from the University of Arkansas in May
of 2016.
Shortly after, he received a public policy fellowship from the Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute
(CHCI). He moved to our nation's capital where he worked at the National Association of Latino
Elected and Appointed Officials (NALEO) and then as a staffer for U.S. Senator Robert Menendez.
While living in D.C. Diego immersed himself in public policy, the legislative process and here he
became acutely aware of the problems that are affecting the Latinx community, in Arkansas and across
the country. In the summer of 2017, Diego returned home and continued working at J&D Pallets. This
past election cycle Diego was hired by the Democratic Party of Arkansas as their Director of Latinx
engagement. Essentially, his role was to motivate Latinx folks to get out to vote and inform the
community about local issues that are affecting the community.

The President's Memo
Why is it that Republicans try everything they can to keep citizens from
voting? It is because they are (rightly) afraid that increased participation will
benefit Democrats.
In decades past, they put issues on the ballot that would bring out conservative
voters, hoping to win that way. But their tactics have changed. Instead of
trying to increase their turnout they are using voter suppression in any way
possible to limit ours. This includes photo ID requirements, purging voters
who haven’t voted recently, or eliminating those whose current information
does not match that previously used – even to the point of dismissing someone
who has a dot after an initial in one and not the other.

But there is more. Many of their commentators accuse Democrats of having sour grapes because our
presidential candidate did not prevail. But it is they who are trying to reverse the will of the voters.
They have so gerrymandered many districts that even when Democrats receive the most votes they do
not win. A good case is Wisconsin. Republicans redistricted the state in 2013 so that 62 of the 99
Assembly seats had more Republicans than Democrats, a baked-in 62 to 37 advantage for them.
Despite Democrats winning 53% of all the Assembly votes (and every executive race) they came away
with only 36% of the seats in that house.
Nationally, in 2012 the Republicans won a majority of 33 seats House seats despite getting 1.4 million
fewer votes. In the last four elections, they won a larger share of seats than their nationwide votes.
This is a sure sign of gerrymandering.
And now when Democrats win elections the Republicans in some states are trying to undermine the
results. In 2016 in North Carolina they passed bills, signed by the lame-duck governor, to restrict the
power of the newly elected Democratic governor. In 2018, Wisconsin followed this strategy and
Michigan is doing so as well.
They are also trying to undermine citizen-led ballot initiatives. In 2018 Utah voters passed one to
expand Medicaid coverage. What are Republicans doing? They have introduced a bill to repeal and
replace it. This is happening in many places, including here in Arkansas. We voted overwhelmingly
(68.46%) to raise the state minimum wage. Bob Ballinger has already introduced a bill to drastically
limit its scope and thus contravene the will of our voters.
We must become even more engaged in our efforts as Democrats to ensure that these ploys do not go
unchallenged. We must call and email our representatives to make our voices heard.

Odds & Ends
It's Getting Crowded
The following elected officials and notable public figures have filed to run for president with the
Federal Election Commission or announced exploratory (Courtesy of Ballotpedia)
• Cory Booker (D), a U.S. senator from New Jersey, announced that he was running for president
on February 1, 2019.
• Pete Buttigieg (D), the mayor of South Bend, Indiana, announced that he was running for
president on January 23, 2019.
• Julian Castro (D), a former U.S. secretary of housing and urban development and San Antonio
mayor, formally announced his candidacy on January 12, 2019.
• John Delaney (D), a former U.S. representative from Maryland, filed to run for president on
August 10, 2017.

• Tulsi Gabbard (D), a U.S. representative from Hawaii, announced that she had decided to run
for president on January 11, 2019.
• Kirsten Gillibrand (D), a U.S. senator from New York, announced that she was running for
president on January 15, 2019.
• Kamala Harris (D), a U.S. senator from California, announced that she was running for
president on January 21, 2019.
• Amy Klobuchar (D), a U.S. senator from Minnesota, formally announced she was running for
president on February 10, 2019.
• Bernie Sanders (I), a U.S. senator from Vermont, announced that he was running for president
on February 19, 2019.
• President Donald Trump (R) filed to run for re-election in 2020 on January 20, 2017.
• Elizabeth Warren (D), U.S. senator from Massachusetts, announced she had formed an
exploratory committee on December 31, 2018. She formally announced she was running for
president on February 9, 2019.
• Bill Weld (R), a former governor of Massachusetts, announced that he had formed an
exploratory committee on February 15, 2019.
• Marianne Williamson (D), an author and lecturer, announced she was running for president on
January 28, 2019.
• Andrew Yang (D), an entrepreneur from New York, filed to run for president on November 6,
2017.

Attention, Servant Leaders!
The New Politics Leadership Academy is a non-partisan non-profit organization dedicated to recruiting
and supporting servant leaders--both military vets and alumni of national service programs like
AmeriCorps and Peace Corps--to serve again through politics. We believe that military vets are some of
best change makers and civic leaders in the nation, and if we had more of them in political office we
could get beyond the partisanship, gridlock, and brokenness of our politics today.
Answering the Call is the flagship program of the New Politics Leadership Academy; it is a fivesession small group leadership development experience that invites servant leaders to reflect on
whether or not they feel called to step up to serve through politics, either by running for office or by
working as a staff person on a campaign.
ATC is going to be run across the county, including
Northwest Arkansas, this spring. It only costs $50 to
participate, and it will help you get clearer about how
you want to continue serving in the years ahead.
You can learn more about ATC here https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r-CkSxf9WKk. For more
information about The New Politics Leadership Academy and Answering the Call, please contact Julia
K. Bailey jkbbentoncounty@gmail.com

Donations

General Meeting Minutes
BENTON COUNTY DEMS
Jan. 28, 2019 General Meeting
Golden Corral, Rogers, AR
President Eunice VanTuyl called the meeting to order at 12:00 noon. She welcomed
new attendees, visitors, and new members. Rey Hernandez led the group in the
Pledge of Allegiance.
Vice President Julia Bailey introduced the speaker, Dr. Steven Smith, independent scholar with
Oxbridge Research Associates and Emeritus Professor of Communications at the University of
Arkansas.

Dr. Smith’s topic was “Fake News, False News, and a Big Fat Liar.” He defined fake news as the act
of deliberately delivering false information as news. He said most people believe fake news because it
most aligns with their ideologies. Dr. Smith advised when trying to determine if a news item is fake,
consider the following: (1) the source; (2) read beyond the headline; (3) check the author; (4) consult
the experts (i.e., fact checkers). He also advised applying the CRAAP test: C=Currency;
R=Relevance; A=Authority (the author); A=Accuracy; and P=Purpose.
Referring to the “Big Fat Liar” part of the program’s title, Dr. Smith talked about President Donald
Trump’s habit of presenting false information as fact. He said that in the first two years of his
presidency, Trump had given false or misleading information to the public 8,158 times. Dr. Smith
emphasized that the truth matters, and it is up to us to defend the truth.
After the program, Eunice called the business meeting to order by asking for approval of the minutes of
the Nov. 26 meeting. The minutes were approved as submitted. The treasurer’s report was also
approved as submitted.
Announcements:
• Betty Cauldwell said that this year’s Bean Supper will be Friday, April 26. The speaker will be
Clarke Tucker. The venue is tentatively set for Janie Darr Elementary School. Tickets will be
$15.00. All profits will go to future Democratic candidates.
• Bill Beck has donated for auction a movie poster for the movie “The Firm.” The poster is
signed by John Grisham who wrote the book on which the movie is based. The final auction for
the poster will be at the April 26 Bean Supper. Preliminary bids were opened today, and Judith
Bernstein bid $50.00.
• Eunice announced a book exchange will be available beginning at this meeting and continuing
each month. Two books were available at today’s meeting.
• BC Dems membership renewals are due now.
• Larry Concannon announced the new officers for the Democratic Party of Benton County:
Celeste Williams, President; Concannon, Vice President; Beckwith Dane, Secretary; and
Christie Craig, Treasurer. The next meeting will be Feb. 11 at 6:30 at Guess Who. Because the
membership is increasing, the group is looking for a larger meeting venue.
• Bill Beck is looking for movies for fundraisers for both the BC Dems and the Central
Committee. More information will be forthcoming.
• Barbara Reed announced the showing of a film about the homeless in Northwest Arkansas. The
film is a University of Arkansas production. It will be shown on Tuesday, Feb. 5, at 6:30 at the
All Saints Episcopal Church in Bentonville.
The next meeting will be Feb. 25 at the Golden Corral. The meeting adjourned at 1:12 p.m.
Diana Kolman, Secretary

Treasurer's Summary
January 2019
by David Cauldwell, Treasurer

Beginning Balance:
Income:
Blue Bowls
Dues:
Misc. Sales:
:
Total:
Ending Balance:

$1,854.59
$149.00 Expenses:
$420.00
$6.00

$575.00 Total Exp:
$2,429.59

$0.00

$0.00

Bryan Stevenson
Distinguished Speaker Series at Crystal Bridges in
December 2018
By Julia K. Bailey
Over the years, I’ve become increasingly uncomfortable about the sentimentality of the book and film
To Kill a Mockingbird. After listening to Bryan Stevenson speak, I now know why. Atticus Finch,
portrayed by the unassuming yet debonair Gregory Peck in the film version, was the archetype of a
man of moral integrity and courage. Atticus was the type of character future lawyers wanted to become,
and daughters looked for in their fathers. What is often overlooked about this poignant Pulitzer Prizewinning novel published in the thick of the Civil Rights Movement is that Tom Robinson, the wrongly
accused black defendant, is found guilty and later dies after desperately trying to escape prison. He is
shot numerous times in the back by the prison guards – dying without dignity but not unlawfully.

The harder truth in this book is non-fiction. This painful truth has been overshadowed by the
sentimental celebrity of the book and now, almost six decades later, a non-fictional lawyer is casting a
light on the enduring injustice and cruelty that has become embedded within our nation’s criminal
justice system. Bryan Stevenson believes that the defense of people enmeshed in this system is an
inadequate response to its deeper flaws. Stevenson has received numerous accolades (including the
MacArthur Foundation Genius Grant), in his efforts to broaden understanding and secure commitment
toward fixing this broken system. As Founder and Executive Director of the Equal Justice Initiative, he
has represented condemned prisoners, argued five times before the Supreme Court, and has challenged
bias against the poor and people of color. Through his Ted talk, the publication of his book Just Mercy,
and public speaking, Stevenson issues a clarion call to us as a Nation and as individuals to
acknowledge our own brokenness and how we are all implicated when we allow other people to be
mistreated. And he offers hope and vision in how we can collectively seek fair and merciful justice.
At the Crystal Bridges Distinguished Speaker event, Bryan Stevenson laid out a four-point plan in
sowing this just mercy. A plan as simple and practical as it is deep and challenging.

Proximity – Get proximate to the people who are suffering
Stevenson began by talking about his grandmother. She was the daughter of people who were enslaved,
and its legacy shaped how she was raised. This influenced the way she talked to him and the way she
constantly told him to “keep close”. She would hug him so tightly he could hardly breathe, he said.
“Bryan, do you still feel me hugging you? … You can’t understand most of the important things from a
distance, Bryan. You have to get close.”
Proximity, Stevenson said, with the poor and the incarcerated teaches some humbling truths. The closer
we get to mass incarceration and extreme levels of punishment, the more he believes we all need
mercy. An absence of compassion can corrupt the decency of a community, a state, a nation. We need to
get proximate to these realities not just at a policy level but within our daily lives. Abstractions about
capital punishment keep us at a distance, but fathoming the systematic killing of someone who is not a
threat is a far more real – proximate -- understanding.

Change the narratives that sustain unjust practices and policies
As with the way we read To Kill a Mockingbird, we need to look at the harder truths. As we become
more proximate to the harsh realities, to the truth, we need to bear witness and revise narratives that
look away from these truths. Stevenson explained we have to tell the truth before we can reconcile our
past. Truth and reconciliation are sequential.

Stay Hopeful
Hopelessness is the enemy of justice,” he said. “You can’t be a change agent without hope.” Stevenson
described his meeting with the activists from the Montgomery Bus Boycott, including Rosa Parks.
Instead of recalling past civil rights triumphs, they were talking about what they planned to do in the
future. “It takes courage to be hopeful” he said.

Do things that are uncomfortable and inconvenient
“We have become accustomed to our system’s indifference to inaccurate or unreliable verdicts. And our
comfort with bias, and our tolerance of unfair prosecutions and convictions, means we need to make a
conscious decision to be willing to do uncomfortable things”, Stevenson said.
Stevenson recounted some painful stories of cases he has lost, resulting in the execution of his clients many of whom had a disability or were themselves victims of abuse and crimes. “What is it about us
that we want to kill all the broken people?” he asked. “I do what I do because I’m broken too. We’re all
broken – but there’s a power in brokenness”.
Bryan Stevenson’s inspiring account of his work in redeeming innocent people condemned to death
provides a vision and purpose for us as Democrats. As we strive to be the party that advocates for a fair,
accountable justice system, mercy must be included in our remedies as we face the truth about our
nation’s legacies and causes of mass incarceration and cruel punishments.
Links re Bryan Stevenson
• https://eji.org
• https://crystalbridges.org/calendar/distinguished-speaker-series-bryan-stevenson-confronting/
• https://www.nytimes.com/2019/01/16/magazine/bryan-stevenson-wants-the-us-to-face-itshistory.html?smtyp=cur&smid=tw-nytmag&fbclid=IwAR0n-0LWnwtof50u2jpW-Q2x-ooDck9hf6IplOgx9HfYrYobpGgym77JyU

Women Heroes
Rosemary Mariner, a pioneering female aviator, broke
not so much the glass ceiling as the crystal sky.
Mariner died Jan. 24 of ovarian cancer at age 65.
During her funeral, the Navy honored her cloudbreaking career with another first: a flyover of fighter
jets piloted exclusively by women.
Rosemary Bryant wanted to fly before she could drive.
After her father, an Air Force pilot, was killed in a
plane crash, she washed airplanes to make money for flying lessons, soloing on her 17th birthday.
While junior studying aeronautics at Purdue, she learned that the navy wanted to open military flying
jobs to women. Testing out of her remaining courses and graduating at 19, Mariner was in officer

candidate school within months. She was among the first of the women to be certified for propeller
aircraft, and she became the Navy’s first female tactical fighter jet pilot.
Rosemary was cleared to land on aircraft carriers and
she was one of the first women to serve aboard a U.S.
warship. She flew combat support missions to help
prepare the fleet for Desert Storm and in 1990 she took
command of a military aviation squadron, becoming
the first woman to hold such a post. Rosemary
accumulated more than 3,500 military flight hours and
achieved the rank of captain.
With every new challenge, she faced resistance,
according to those who knew her. She would say the
problem first was that men were afraid the women
couldn’t do the job but then the men were afraid that
the women could.

“She not only kicked doors open, but she also put a doorstop in the door and told others behind her to
go through. Her mentorship was legendary,” said Katherine Sharp Landdeck. Once women were
allowed to fly combat missions, another barrier broke -- they began flying for commercial airlines after
their military service ended. Flying in the military allowed women to gain the cockpit hours needed to
fly for the airlines.
Adapted from a story by The Washington Post’s Steve Hendrix.

Just For the Sake of Comparison
I don’t know about you but I am a bit overwhelmed by all the numbers being thrown around these days.
The president has been asking for $5.7 billion. Congress has agreed to allocate $1.375 billion dollars1.
Seems like a lot of money for a wall. So I wanted to know just what one could buy for a mere $1
billion. Here’s a short list of some things you could do or buy instead of a border wall.
1. A major league baseball team. According to Forbes, you could purchase the Florida Marlins
or the Cincinnati Reds. Each is valued at approximately $1 billion.

2. Your own private island. For just $75 million,
you could be the new owner of an island in the
Bahamas. The left-over cash will go right into
getting things like electricity, drinking water,
and of course one or two home.
3. An NBA team. The only NBA team you’d be
able to afford with $1 billion is the New Orleans
Pelicans, according to Forbes.
4. Six F35A Fighter Jets. You would start your own war or
easily defend your home and family with at least 6 F35A
stealth fighter jets from Lockheed-Martin.

5. Buckingham Palace: If Queen Elizabeth were to put it on
the market, its cost would be an estimated 1.4 billion.

6. Your own 747. Not just a private jet; but a
customized 747-8 by Boeing which lists for
$418.4 million with money left over for the gold
sinks, shower, and king-size bed. Or you could
just buy two off the shelf as is.
7. Have a great breakfast. You could buy
200,000,000 Egg McMuffin meals. Now that McDonald’s has all day breakfast why not make a
run for the nearest double golden arches and buy out every single Egg McMuffin in North
America.
• Carpet your town with money. If you decided for some reason you could place the money on
the ground. The area covered by one billion one dollar bills measures 4 square miles. This
would cover an area equal to the size of 2,555 acres.
• Stack ‘em high. The height of a stack of 1,000,000,000 (one billion) one dollar bills measures
358,510 feet or 67.9 miles.

• A new car. How about a 2019 Rolls-Royce Phantom for just $450,000? You’d have enough
left over for a chauffeur and gas
for more than a few years.
Otherwise, you could choose
the Tesla Model S all tricked out
for $103,950. In fact, you could
buy about 9,600 cars and share
with your friends.
Or, you could just buy a wall I guess.

Annual Bean Dinner
Please note on your calendars the date for this year’s Bean
Supper. It will be on Friday, April 26. Clarke Tucker, 35, a twoterm Arkansas legislator who ran for Congress against French
Hill in Little Rock, will be our featured speaker.
More details will follow later.

2019 Benton County Dems
Officers & Committee Chairs
Position
President
Vice-President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Past President
Membership Chair
Social Media Chair
Newsletter Chair
Publicity Chair
Corresponding Secretary
Reservations Chair

Name
Eunice Van Tuyl
Julia K. Bailey
David Cauldwell
Diana Kolman
Richard Bland
Gaye Bland
Joel Ewing
David Bernstein
Jerri Cooper
Linda Lavis
Betty Cauldwell

